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Notes from the President’s Desk…December 2019                                                                            Nancy Soldering Stack Rings 
Happy Holidays!  I am looking forward to the December meeting/Christmas party on the 14th.  NMGMS had another 
fabulous year, and I have a lot of awards to present to fellow club members.  I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank those members who contributed articles, reviews, photos, etc. to The Nugget.  It is your contributions and efforts 
that have helped to make our NMGMS newsletter a top winner in the yearly bulletin competitions sponsored by both 
the Southeast Federation and the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies.  Well done NMGMS! 
Our junior group, the Rockheads, has worked hard too, and many have earned a few Future Rockhound of America 
badges, as well as our own Junior Rockhound of the Year award.  The AFMS website has an “honor roll” listing of those 
junior members who have earned at least 6 of the FRA badges, thus earning the Rockhound badge.  I would like to give 
our Rockheads a hearty “kudos”; all of the Mississippi juniors listed on this honor roll are from NMGMS!  There is also a 
FRA “Rock Star” listing for those juniors who earn all of the FRA badges.  I hope someday we’ll get a Mississippi/NMGMS 
entry on this roll too.  http://amfed.org/fra/honor_roll.htm   
At the November 16, 2019 meeting, our 2020 NMGMS slate of officers was approved, and we will be officially voting 
these members into office at the December meeting.  I will be passing the “torch” (my rock gavel!) on to Paul Gunther.  
Paul has been an active, hardworking member ever since he joined NMGMS, and I am excited to see what goals and new 
directions he’ll chart for our organization in the coming year.  I am sure that all other officers and chairpersons will help 
to make the transition smooth and help where ever needed.  If we all work together, NMGMS will continue to grow.  
Let’s keep this momentum going! 
I remember, back when we celebrated the new millennium, thinking that 2020 was a long way off and what things 
would be like then.  Well, it’s almost here, and I’m looking forward to it!  We already have some programs, field trips, 
and workshops in the works.  Dr. Jennifer Gifford will be back with us at our January 11th meeting with a program on 
glaciers and the Ice Ages.  The spring break field trip will be to Missouri for drusy quartz and Missouri Lace Agate.  It’s 
been a few years since we have had the opportunity to collect in the Petosi, MO area.  There will be several field trips to 
Alabama early in the new year, and I am currently working on getting a few jewelry workshops scheduled for us and the 
West Point Arts Council.  We will be setting up the USA Rocks display at the Lee County Library early next month, and 
the next Fossil Road Show/ Geology Fest at the museum will be on April 18, 2020.  Wow, as you can see, NMGMS 
already has a busy 2020 lined up!  Nancy Roberts 
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Mark Your Calendar!  The Holidays are coming! 
Photo by Nancy Roberts 

The NMGMS annual Christmas party and potluck luncheon will be on Saturday, December 14, 
2019 from 11a.m. until 3p.m., upstairs at the Lee County Public Library in Tupelo, MS. 
The club will provide a ham for the luncheon, and members attending are asked to bring a 
potluck dish to share.   
We will have a gift exchange.  If you wish to participate, bring a gift ($10 maximum), and label it 
either as a man, woman, or child’s gift.   

We are asking members to bring a few canned goods or other nonperishable food items for our club’s contribution to a 
local food pantry.  We will also participate in the "Toys for Tots" program, so please bring a new toy to donate.  The toys 
will be dropped off at the Oren Dunn City Museum after the party.   
We will be doing the "Night before Christmas" ornament exchange.  If you would like to participate in the game and 
ornament exchange, just bring an ornament.  They can be handmade or store bought.  Everyone that brings an 
ornament will go home with one.   
Hope to see everyone there to help NMGMS celebrate another great year.  Remember, this is when NMGMS passes out 
badges, awards, and certificates to members for their accomplishments. 

Other Upcoming NMGMS Events:  
January 11, 2020:  NMGMS January meeting from 1-3pm at the Tupelo Library.  Program:  Ice Ages, by Dr. Jennifer 
Gifford.  ** 
February 8, 2020:  NMGMS February meeting from 1-3pm at the Tupelo Library.  Program:  Making a Beaded Memory 
Wire Bracelet.  ** 
March 7 & 8, 2020:  NMGMS spring break field trip to Missouri for drusy quartz and Missouri Lace Agate. 
March 14, 2020:  NMGMS March meeting from 1-3pm at the Tupelo Library, program: Happy birthday NMGMS! 
**Note!  January and February meeting dates are changed due to the library being closed on the third weekend of those 
months. 

Show Dates:   
December 14 - 15, 2019 
Franklin, TN     Mid Tennessee Gem and Mineral Society’s 39th Annual Earth Treasures Show 
Gem, Jewelry, Mineral, and Fossil Show and Sale 
Saturday, December 14, 9am to 6pm   Sunday, December 15, 10am to 5pm. 
Williamson County Ag Expo Park, 4215 Long Lane, Franklin, TN 37064 
Admission: $5 (2 day pass, $7), students (18 and under) $1, children 12 and under free with an adult. 
Scout Youth in Uniform are free.  For more information, go to http://www.mtgms.org/show.htm.    
February 22-23, 2020 
Jackson Mississippi, 60th Gem Mineral, Fossil, and Jewelry Show, Mississippi Gem and Mineral Society 
Saturday, February 22 from 9 am to 6 pm, Sunday, February 23 from 10 am to 5 pm 
Mississippi Trade Mart  on the State Fairgrounds, 1200 Mississippi Street, Jackson, MS 39202 
Admission:  Adults $6, Students $3, Scouts & Leaders in Uniform $2, and Children 5 & under—Free  
Additional information:  rock2lanes[]gmail.com, Club website: www.missgems.org  
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Meeting Program Review: NMGMS November 16, 2019 Meeting 
Photo by Nancy Roberts                                                   “Petrified Wood in Mississippi” 

At the NMGMS November meeting, we were excited to have George Phillips, 
paleontologist with the Mississippi Museum of Natural Science, as our guest speaker. 
George gave an overview of some of the history about petrified wood found in 
Mississippi.  Petrified wood was designated as the state’s official rock in 1976. 
Some of the things we learned from 
George’s presentation were:  petrified 
wood has been known to be found in the 
state since the 1850’s, petrified wood has 
been documented to be found in at least 

67 of the 82 counties in Mississippi, Native American artifacts have been 
found that were made from petrified wood, the tree species that the piece 
of petrified wood originated from cannot readily be identified with the 
naked eye, except perhaps for palm, and petrified palm wood is not a true 
wood; palm is a grass(monocot).                                                                Photo by Nancy Roberts 

George went on to explain that most of the petrified wood is found in river and gravel deposits and is less than a few 
million years old.  The palm “wood” is of Miocene or Oligocene age.  George apologized that his slide show did not 
include certain topics like how wood actually becomes petrified, but he did go on to give us some explanations of the 
process.  Thank you, George for another great program.  Submitted by Nancy Roberts 
Photos by Nancy Roberts 

       
 

Club News:  Time to Renew Your Membership 
2020 is fast approaching, and it is time to start thinking about renewing your NMGMS membership.   
Our club treasurer will be available to collect your dues at our meetings, or you can make checks 
payable to NMGMS ($15 single, $25 for a couple and $4 for each child) and mail them along with an 
application form to: NMGMS, P.O. Box 1445, Tupelo, MS 38802.   
An application form is located on our club website:  www.nmgms.org  

                            Note:  You may also pay your annual dues with PayPal.  You will find links to do so on the club website. 
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Workshop Review:   
Photo by Nancy Roberts 

The Art of Making “Stack” Rings by Nancy Roberts 
On Saturday, November 9, 2019, a small group of enthusiastic club members meet for a 
stacked ring workshop held by NMGMS members, Nikki Kenney, Clarice Turner, and 
myself.  Attendees were provided with a materials kit of copper wires in a variety of sizes 
from 16gauge to 12gauge.  They learned how to coil the wire on a ring mandrel, then how 
to properly cut, file, and align the rings in preparation for soldering.  Getting the ends of 
the wire to form a good tight seam is the “fiddly” part, but oh so necessary for a good             

solder join.                                                                                                   Photo by Nancy Roberts 

Soldering the rings closed was the exciting part, and our “students” were introduced 
to three different types of solder:  paste solder, copper wire solder, and silver wire 
solder.  They were able to try their hand at using each one.  I think they found that 
the paste solder and the copper wire solder were the easiest to use since those two 
solders already contained flux, so no additional steps were needed.  
After a relaxing lunch break, we challenged the group with a little math and “playing 
with pie”.  I explained how to calculate the exact amount of wire needed for a 
specific ring size by taking the inner diameter of the ring, adding the thickness of the wire to be used, and then 
multiplying that combined number by 3.1416 (pie).  To the relief of everyone, we had a handy chart that provided all of 
the final calculations for each ring size!  After they determined how much wire was required, everyone was given some 
sterling silver filled wire to use.   

As a final step, I showed them how to use a “third hand”, which would enable them to 
solder a small decorative component onto a ring band.  Everyone had a great time, 
and all went home with a nice “stack” of rings.  
Photos by Nikki Kenney and Nancy Roberts 

            
NMGMS members have nice things to say about our club workshops! 

I really enjoyed the class.  I have so much to learn about everything, and your classes are always so good.  Thank you!   
Cathy Moore 
Enjoyed learning and getting to know you all!!  Julianne Goodwin 
I really enjoyed the class.  It felt like everybody shared what they had learned over the years and freely discussed their 
successes, as well as the things they're still working on improving.  What a pleasure to be part of that kind of group.  Lisa 
Keys 
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Workshop Review:   
“Learning to Work with Sterling Silver” by Lisa Keys 

Photo by Nancy Roberts 
This past weekend, I was one of 7 lucky club members to attend a silversmithing class in 
Tupelo.  Our instructor, Bud Newell from the Alabama Mineral and Lapidary Society in 
Birmingham, brought a wealth of experience, training, and humor to the class.  Each of us got 
the chance to create a lovely pendant using the stone of our choice.  Bud and his helper, Lou 
Ann, who is also his wife, helped us choose from several bezel styles that would both enhance 
our stone and hold it firmly in place once the piece was completed.                  Photo by Nancy Roberts 

After we each chose our bezel, we shaped it to our stone.  Then we 
carefully matched the ends, filing where necessary to get the best 
possible fit.  Once done, we hit the torch.  Bud had several different 
solders in varying degrees of hardness for our use in making our pendant. 

We learned about why you would choose a particular level of hardness, depending upon where 
you are in the process and what you were trying to accomplish.  
Once we got our bezels soldered, we moved on to creating a backing for the pendant.  Bud helped 
us get the right size of silver sheet onto which we soldered our bezel.  Here we got the benefit of 
Bud's experience in learning how to best coax the solder to stay in place inside the bezel through 
the soldering process.  
Photo by Nikki Kenney 

After we got our bezels firmly attached to the backing and could see no light along the seam, we 
needed to saw off the excess silver plate around the outside of the bezel.  We sawed as close to 
the bezel as possible.  Then we started filing, and did we ever file.  I thought I'd never get finished 
filing, and I have to say, I could have filed a little more.                                             Photo by Nancy Roberts 

Finally, it was time to pick a bale.  Bud and Lou Ann helped us 
compare wire types and bale styles until we each had the look we 
were going for.  Then we soldered our bales in place.  
We were now at the end of the first day.  Everybody's piece went into 
the tumbler for the night.  Next day, when we pulled our silver pieces 

out, it was so exciting.  They were so shiny and pretty.  Now it was time to set the stones. 
Bud helped each of us place our stone.  The last step was to fold the upper edge of the bezel 
down around the top of the stone.  
Once we all got the hang of how to properly fold the bezel, everybody got busy finishing their piece.  Each of us came 
away with a lot of new skills and a beautiful new pendant to boot.  Thanks Bud and Lou Ann for a great class; thanks to 
Nancy for putting it all together and to Nikki for being there to help with it all.           Photos by Lou Ann Newell and Nancy Roberts 
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A few more workshop photos…                                           

       
Photos by Nikki Kenney, Nancy Roberts, and Lou Ann Newell 
        
“Digital Dinosaur Documentation” by Matthew Lybanon 
Photo by the University of Arkansas 

Thanks to digital imaging, University of Arkansas scientists have verified that giant carnivorous 
dinosaurs once lived in what is now Arkansas.  In 2011, gypsum miners uncovered perfectly 
preserved dino tracks in a working quarry near Nashville, Arkansas.  The tracks have since been 
destroyed, but high-resolution digital scans taken over a period of two weeks in 2011 allowed a 
team of researchers to study the tracks and determine that they were made by 
Acrocanthosaurus, a large, carnivorous dinosaur.  
The muddy prints were preserved in limestone and hidden under the hilly forests for millions of 
years.  Mining exposed the prints.  Since this was an active mine, scientists had little time to 
preserve the prints.  Fortunately, modern technology helped the excavation go quickly. 
Scientists used LiDAR (Light Detection And Ranging) to digitally preserve the prints.  The 
resulting map can be viewed at http://trackways.cast.uark.edu/index.html#bbox=34,55,45,62.   

After the tracks were discovered, researchers received a $10,000 Rapid Grant from the National Science Foundation to 
quickly document the site.  The U of A’s vice provost for research and economic development and the J. William 
Fulbright College of Arts and Sciences provided matching grants, for a total of $30,000. The mining company moved its 
operations to allow researchers a short window of time to document the find.  Researchers used LiDAR because 
traditional methods would have taken too long.  The site had two different sized Acrocanthosaurus tracks, suggesting 
both adult and younger animals walked the ancient tidal flat about 100 million years ago during the Cretaceous Period.  
It also contained tracks made by sauropods, long-necked plant-eating dinosaurs.  
LiDAR uses a pulsed laser to measure distances to the earth in tiny increments, generating a data “point cloud” that is 
used to digitally recreate a physical space.  In this case, the equipment was mounted on a lift over the site.  By analyzing 
carbon and oxygen isotopes of the rock at the track surface, researchers determined that the track surface was indeed 
the surface that the animals stepped on, rather than an underlying layer that remained when the original surface 
eroded. 
A YouTube video that shows many of the details is at:   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fFbZ7_n9-Gw&index=18&list=PL7B29A7614253B8AB&t=0s&app=desktop 
The University of Arkansas news article on this research is at:  
https://news.uark.edu/articles/40630/u-of-a-digitally-preserves-important-dinosaur-tracks-found-in-arkansas 
Reprinted from the MAGS Rockhound News, Volume 65, Number 11, November 2019, with the author’s permission. 
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NMGMS Junior Members 
 
Rockheads                             December 2019  

Mascot by Remy Collins                                                                                                                                                          www.amfed.org/fra/ fra_badge.htm 

Rockhead Officers for 2019:                                                                                 Adult Youth Advisor for 2019: 
President, Liam Langford                                                                         Beth Thornton, bethunderwood78@hotmail.com  
Vice President, Alex Rogers                                                                                                                                                      
Secretary, Julia Williamson 

Rockhead November 16, 2019 Meeting:   
Photo by Beth Thornton    

Last month at the Rockhead meeting we learned about rocks that fluoresce.  We painted 
with fluorescent paint on some rocks.  Then we put them under two different types of 
UV lights to see what would happen.  We saw them change colors under the lights.  Mrs. 
Nancy set up some of her rocks under the UV lights to show us how some rocks 
fluoresce.  We really liked seeing the different colors on the rocks.   
Submitted by Amelia Thornton 
Photos by Beth Thornton 

                     

Rockhead Officers for 2020: 
November is when our organization proposes a new slate of officers for the coming year.  At the next Rockheads 
meeting, you will decide on who you would like to have as officers for 2020.  Are you willing to serve?  Who do you want 
to lead the Rockheads?  Be thinking about this issue, and be prepared to vote!  Nancy Roberts 

Rockhead’s Vest: 
Are you a Rockhead member who has earned some FRA badges and need a vest to sew them on?  
If so, please see Nancy Roberts so we can get a vest made for you.  NMGMS would like to see all of 
our Rockheads decked out in their vests!                                                                         Photo by Nancy Roberts 
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Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc. News: 
March 6 – 8, 2020; Live Oak, FL 
Welcome all SFMS Clubs to the 2020 SFMS Rockhound Roundup! 

The next SFMS Rockhound Roundup will be held in the same location, the Spirit of Suwannee Music Park, Live Oak, FL 
(Spirit of Suwannee Music Park, 3076 95th Drive, Live Oak, FL 32060,(386) 364-1683, www.musicliveshere.com) 
The dates are March 6-8, 2020.  We are fortunate that the venue allows us to use their overflow field for free!  Based on 
our observations and recommendations from participants at the 2019 event, we've made some changes. 
1. To counter the extreme heat, we've moved the date to March 6-8th.  Our date options were limited because of the 
venue's schedule, and we did our best to avoid conflicts with any SFMS club level events.  We are, unfortunately, 
conflicting with the Suncoast Club Show, for which we apologize.  With 72 clubs in the Federation, it was inevitable that 
we would have some issue. 
2. Because we are holding the SFMS Executive Meeting during the event, we will be holding it Saturday evening; so 
participants won't have to choose between the Roundup and the Meeting. 
3. We will be holding a SFMS Social Friday evening to foster the Interclub connections for which this event was originally 
organized. 
We hope that all clubs will distribute this information to their members to encourage even more people to setup their 
own tailgates at this event.  Please print copies of the information and/or distribute it by email to your entire 
membership.  Last year we had participants from at least five of our states.  We want this to be an annual event that 
grows each year.  Please encourage your members to join us if possible.  We found that with the minimal fee of $25 per 
booth, we were able to cover all costs for the necessary amenities at the venue.  Those who came last year expressed 
very positive comments about the Roundup.  Please join us next year!  Jerri Heer, Secretary SFMS 
 
               The minutes of the SFMS 2019 annual meeting can be found in the November 2019 issue of The Lodestar 
          The SFMS Newsletter, the Lodestar, is available for all members to read on line.   http://www.amfed.org/sfms/ 
 

American Federation of Mineralogical Societies News: 
The Knoxville Gem & Mineral Society has agreed to host both the AFMS 
and the SFMS Annual Meetings for 2020.  The date has been set for October 16-18, 2020 in 
Knoxville, TN.   

The deadline for the submissions to the AFMS Bulletin Competition is March 1, 2020.  The deadline for Bulletin 
Competition submissions to the SFMS is January 3, 2020.              
             For more AFMS Federation news, please check out their website:  http://www.amfed.org/    

Lapidary Shop News: 
I am happy to announce that the lapidary room's 10 inch slab saw is now back up and running.  The 
diamond blade wasn't cutting well and would bind about half way through the rock.  We found some 
instructions on how to resharpen diamond blades (Thank you Rock & Gem Weekly Review!), followed 
the directions, and the saw cut right through several sample rocks with no problems. 
Jim Roberts 
Photo by Amazon.com 

Editor’s Note:  The 2020 schedule of classes at the William Holland School of Lapidary Arts are now posted online. 
https://lapidaryschool.org/2020_William_Holland_Catalogue.pdf       ***Class registration starts December 9th at 10am! 
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NMGMS Meeting Minutes:   
NMGMS November 16, 2019 Board meeting minutes:  Submitted by Nikki Kenney 
1.  Do we have a motion to approve the May 18, 2019 board meeting minutes as printed in the June 
2019 newsletter?  Yes, approved  
2.  A $20 vendor fee was paid to the Link Centre via our PayPal account for our jewelry sales table at the 
Holiday Market on December 7, 2019. 

3.  Jewelry sales at the Robins Street Art Stroll totaled $122.60, stack rings workshop fees totaled $140(7 members took 
the class), $30 in membership renewals so far, picnic sales and donations were $218.75, lapidary and supplies sold were 
$7.  Current balance in the NMGMS PayPal account was given by Nancy Roberts, and the Checking account balance as of 
10/31/19 was given by Nikki Kenney. 
4. October/November expenses were:  book we donated to the library in memory of Annette Kelly, $4.59; shipping on 
raffle prizes, $11.56; wire for the stack rings workshop, $77.30; and 2 gallons of oil for the slab saws, $43.88. 
5.  I have the library booked for 2020 as follows:  January 11th, February 8th, March 21st, April 4th, and May 16th.  The 
library is closed on holiday weekends.  We could see about meeting at the Link Center, if we need to make any changes.  
I could check with the library for March 14th, if there’s too much time between the February and March meeting and too 
little time between the March and April meetings. . Contact Bonnie Gaines at the Library to reserve the room for March 
14, 2020, if possible. 
6.  Do we want to hold another raffle?  We have several nice items that have been donated that could be used as prizes. 
Yes. Sell tickets for $3.00/ 2 for 5.00.   
7.  The West Point Arts Council has asked us to do another workshop for them, so we are looking at January or February 
and hoping to put together a project for the class soon. 
8.  The SFMS Bulletin Competition entries for 2019 are due by January 3, 2020.  I will be getting those together to send 
out before the Christmas holidays.  Check for website competition. 
9.  Slate of officers for 2020:  President, Paul Gunther; Vice President, Nancy Roberts; Secretary, Nikki Kenney, (in 
training); Treasurer, Rachael Hill.  Committees as follows: 
Field Trips:  Nancy Roberts, Robert Langford, Mike Schuchs 
Publicity:  John Byzet 
Membership:  Diana Watson will handle the roster.  Rebecca will handle name tags and sign in. 
Hospitality:  Ann Byzet and Barbara Burleson 
Website:  Justin Thornton 
Newsletter editor:  Nancy Roberts/Robert Langford 
Youth Advisor:  Beth Thornton  
Historian:  Rebecca Vallarian 
Event Chairs:  Nikki Kenney, Rebecca Vallarian, Nancy Roberts, and John Byzet.  Coordinate with Museum. 
Safety and Lapidary Workroom:  Jim Roberts and Paul Gunther 
10.  Any other business?  No.  Motion to adjourn…. 12:55 PM 
Attendees:  John Byzet, Ann Byzet, Paul Gunther, Robert Langford, Nikki Kenney, Rebecca Vallarian, Nancy Roberts 
Next Board Meeting - January 
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NMGMS Meeting Minutes:   
NMGMS Meeting Minutes:  Submitted by Nikki Kenney                                             Date:  November 16, 2019 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Introduce guests and new members…                                             
Do I have a motion to approve the September 21, 2019 meeting minutes as printed in the October 2019 Nugget?  
Approved 
Treasurer’s Report:  Closing Balance as of October 31, 2019 was given by Nikki Kenney.   
Chairpersons’ Reports:  
Field Trips:  The next NMGMS field trip will be on Saturday, November 23, 2019 to the Blue Springs crab site in Union 
County, MS.  Meet at the site at 9am.  Robert Langford will be the field trip guide for this trip.  
(See email for details).   
Publicity: (John Byzet) We will be setting up the “USA Rocks” display at the library early next January.  Hopefully this 
will generate some interest in our organization.  Lee County Library  
Membership: (Diana Watson) Reminder! The time to renew your membership in NMGMS is fast approaching;   dues for 
2020 will be $15 for a single, $25 for a couple and $4 per child.  See Diana if you would like a copy of the 2019 club 
roster.  Anyone need a new member packet or a patch?  **Note:  Please just list on the club application form only those 
persons who are actually joining. 
Hospitality:  Need a volunteer to do the ham for the Christmas party pot- luck luncheon, Dec. 14th, Nikki Kenney and 
Nancy Roberts.  All members attending the luncheon are asked to bring a casserole, salad, or dessert.   
Monetary donations to help out with the refreshments are welcome.  
Our hospitality committee would appreciate donations of plates, cups, napkins, and plastic ware for the refreshment 
table.   
Website:  (Paul Gunther) There is a link on the club’s website where you can pay your dues with a PayPal account.  Our 
account email is nmgms2001@gmail.com.  Website is:  www.nmgms.org     
Newsletter:  (Robert Langford) Until Robert Langford can get a new computer up and running, Nancy Roberts will 
continue on as newsletter editor.  Please consider writing a review for a field trip, workshop, or club meeting that you 
have attended.  The deadline for newsletter submissions is the second Friday of the month.   
Email anything for The Nugget to:  therockhoundlady@yahoo.com    
Also, please submit any photos that you take at our events and meetings.  
If you happened to miss an issue of our newsletter, previous issues of The Nugget are posted on the NMGMS website 
Youth Members:   (Beth Thornton) The Rockheads’ FRA Badges need to be completed, so we can get them before the 
December awards.   
Historian:  (Rebecca Vallarian) If you have any 2019 club memorabilia, please give it to Rebecca.  
Geology Fest and Fossil Road Show: (Nancy Roberts, John Byzet, and Rebecca Vallarian) George Phillips is available for 
the Fossil Road Show and Geology Fest to be held on April 18, 2020.  This date has been confirmed with the ODCM.  
Display setup to be April 2nd & 3rd, 2020 with take down on May 14th &15th, 2020.   
Safety & Lapidary Workshop Chairman:  (Mike Schuchs) The Genie machine is “out of order”; it needs a new motor.  We 
have purchased some new sanding belts for the other two machines.  If you have any comments, questions, or 
suggestions about the room or equipment, see Paul Gunther or Jim Roberts.  Need some safety articles for the 
newsletter.   
Old Business:  Is there any old business? No 
Minutes continued on page 11. 
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NMGMS Meeting Minutes cont’d:   
NMGMS Meeting Minutes:  Submitted by Nikki Kenney                                                        Date:  November 16, 2019 
New Business:  

1.  NMGMS will have a jewelry sales table at the Link Centre on Saturday, December 7, 2019 from 10am until 4pm.  
We will need a few club members to volunteer to help work our sales table and a few volunteers to assist the Link 
Center with this event.  Volunteers will either man the food sales tables or help where needed.  Volunteers:  Nikki 
Kenney  and Linda Blackmon 

2.  The lapidary workshop room will also be open on Saturday, December 7th, so if you are interested, come by.  The 
cab machines and slab saws will be available.  Shop the Holiday Market downstairs too!   

3. The December meeting will be the Christmas Party/ luncheon on Saturday, December 14th at the library from 11 
to 3p.m.  We will have a short meeting to give out awards and then eat at noon.  (We actually have the room starting at 
10:30.)  The club will provide a ham, and members are asked to bring a potluck dish.  We will have a gift exchange ($10 
max.); everyone who wants to participate brings a gift either for a man, woman, or child.  We will be collecting 
foodstuffs for a local charity, a “toy for tots” and holding the “Night before Christmas” ornament exchange.  

4. The January 2020 meeting will be a week earlier, since the library is closed on MLK holiday weekend.  Meeting is 
January 11, 2020 from 1-3pm at the Tupelo library.  Dr. Jennifer Gifford will be our guest speaker, and she will be 
covering the Ice Ages. 

5.  Our 2020 slate of officers as presented by the board is: President, Paul Gunther; Vice President, Nancy Roberts; 
Treasurer, Rachael Hill; Secretary, Nikki Kenney.  Are there any nominations from the floor?   We will be electing these 
officers next month.  Is there anyone who would like to serve as a committee chairperson or help out on one?    Are the 
others willing to continue to serve in their present capacity?  Officer slate approved. 

 
Chair persons:  
Field trips: Nancy Roberts, Robert Langford, Mike Schuchs 
Publicity: John Byzet 
Membership: Diana Watson/ Rebecca Vallerian will handle name tags and sign in sheet 
Hospitality: Ann Byzet and Barbara Burleson 
Website: Justin Thornton 
Newsletter Editor: Nancy Roberts/ Robert Langford 
Youth Advisor: Beth Thornton 
Historian: Rebecca Vallarian 
Event Chairs: Nikki Kenney, Rebecca Vallarian, Nancy Roberts, and John Byzet 
Safety and Lapidary Workroom: Jim Roberts and Paul Gunther 
Is there any other new business?  No other new business. 
Motion to Adjourn:  2:35 PM   
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NMGMS 2019 Officers:  
President:                                                                                                       Secretary: 
Nancy Roberts                                                                                                Krista Williamson 
25 Amber Lane                                                                                               2012 Fillmore Dr. 
Counce, TN 38326                                                                                         Tupelo, MS 38801 
731-689-5336                                                                                                 662-252-9734 
therockhoundlady@yahoo.com                                                                 kristawilliamson2008@yahoo.com 
 
Vice-President/Webmaster:                                                                      Treasurer: 
Paul Gunther                                                                                                  Rachael Hill 
101 Westover Heights                                                                                  2854 Lake Itawamba Rd.                
Booneville, MS 38829                                                                                   Fulton, MS 38843 
662-643-4210                                                                                                 662-255-6815 
paul.gunther@gmail.com                                                                             kandrhill@gmail.com 

Committees: 
Publicity Chair:                                                                                                Hospitality:                                             Librarian: 
John Byzet                                                                                                         Ann Byzet                                               Nikki Kenney 
1209 Queensgate Dr                                                                                       1209 Queensgate Dr.                            PO Box 808 
Tupelo, MS 38801                                                                                           Tupelo, MS 38801                                  Tupelo, MS 38802 
662-844-9841                                                                                                   662-844-9841                                         662-844-6142 
wa4iax@comcast.net                                                                                      wa4iax@comcast.net                           nmgms@comcast.net   
 

Junior Youth Advisor:                                                                                     Historian: 
Beth Thornton                                                                                                  Rebecca Vallarian                 
104 Grand Ridge Rd.                                                                                        308 Meadowbrook Circle 
Starkville, MS 39759    662-320-9805                                                           Amory, MS 38821    662-256-2040 
bethunderwood78@hotmail.com                                                                 janiegirl@vallarian.com  

Newsletter editor:                                                                                          Membership:   Field Trip Chair: 
Nancy Roberts                                                                                                  Diana Watson   Mike Schuchs 
25 Amber Ln                                                                                                     2312 Hwy 70E   1148 Lake Dr. 
Counce, TN 38326                                                                                           Jackson, TN 38305   Fulton, MS 38843 
731-689-5336                                                                                                  731-427-3946   662-862-3160 
therockhoundlady@yahoo.com                                                                   jodyanddiana@hotmail.com    mike.schuchs@gmail.com  
 
 

 
NMGMS meets the third Saturday of the month (except June, July and August) from 1p.m. to 3p.m. 
at the Lee County Public Library in Tupelo, MS.  Any changes will be posted on the website 
www.nmgms.org, in The Nugget, or on the NMGMS Facebook page.                   
Annual Dues Starting 2019: $15 for a single, $25 for a couple, and $4 each child. 
The North Mississippi Gem and Mineral Society was established in 2001 as a non-profit organization 

dedicated to education and the collection of rocks, minerals, and fossils.  NMGMS became a non-profit corporation in 
December of 2013. NMGMS is a member of the Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc. and is affiliated 
with the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies.  Our organization promotes the educational, scientific, and 
recreational aspects of the hobby in the subjects of mineralogy, geology, paleontology, the lapidary arts, and other areas 
related to the earth sciences.  Through our meeting programs, workshops, field trips, and other club activities, we strive 
to increase the knowledge and skills of our members in these subjects.  We not only share knowledge within our club, 
but we have participated in activities throughout the community.     
The Society’s newsletter, The Nugget, is mailed to members electronically and posted on the website. 
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