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Nancy attending 
the 2019 SFMS 
annual meeting 
in Huntsville, AL 
 

Notes from the President’s Desk….November 2019 
First of all, I would like to thank our very capable vice president, Paul Gunther, for stepping in and officiating at the 
September meeting in my absence.  Also, a big thank you goes to Mike Schuchs for his excellent presentation on the use 
of a rotary tumbler.  I know that NMGMS has a lot of talented and knowledgeable members.  If you have something you 
do or are interested in, please consider sharing this with our membership at one of our club meetings.  We’d love to see 
what you do and learn what you know! 
We’ve been trying to have the lapidary workshop room open on more Saturdays, but I hate to admit that the turnout 
has been slim to none.  If you are at all interested in using the slab saws or learning to make cabochons, but find 
Saturdays not convenient, please let Jim Roberts or Paul Gunther know if there is a week night that would work better 
for you.  If there is enough interest, we will try to see about doing a week night workshop. 
George Phillips contacted me, and he is going to be able to come and do a presentation on petrified wood for us at our 
November 16th meeting.  I am so glad that he is able to come, since he had to cancel last year, and it has been awhile 
since he’s done a program for us.  We always enjoy having him; so here’s a chance for you to get some of your fossils 
identified! 
2019 is rapidly coming to a close, and it is time for us to get our 2020 officers and committee chairpersons lined up.  We 
will be taking nominations for club officers at the November 16th meeting.  We are looking for members who are 
interested and willing to serve as an officer or on a committee.  I’d like to thank all of our current NMGMS officers and 
committee chairpersons for their hard work; all of you have been doing a great job, and we appreciate your efforts.   
I have been at the helm of this organization for 10 straight years now, and it is time for some new and fresh ideas or 
ways of doing things.  We need more of our members participating and “in the know” so to speak.  To continue to grow 
as an active organization, the club needs your input.  This is a phenomenal rock and mineral club, and I hope that we will 
be able to continue to provide our membership with a great organization.  In order to do this, we need everyone’s help 
and participation.  I encourage everyone to get involved; the more you put into this organization, the more you’ll get out 
of it.  I guarantee you’ll learn a lot, work with some fantastic people, expand your horizons, feel a sense of 
accomplishment, and have some fun along the way.  Your club needs you!   
Nancy Roberts 
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Mark Your Calendar!    NMGMS November 16, 2019 Meeting   
Photo by Nancy Roberts 
The NMGMS November 16, 2019 meeting will be held at the Lee County Library from 1 to 
3p.m.  Our guest speaker, Paleontologist George Phillips with MMNS, will present “Petrified 
Wood in Mississippi”.  We will also have a “Fluorescent Rocks and Minerals” display.  Bring a 
rock or two to see if it fluoresces and watch the “magic” happen!  Refreshments are "pot 
luck", so members are asked to bring something.  There will be a board meeting at 12:30pm. 
 

Other Upcoming NMGMS Events:  
November 23, 2019:  NMGMS field trip to Blue Springs crab site.  (See page 3 for details) 
November 23, 2019:  NMGMS Lapidary Workshop Room at the Link Centre will be open at 10am. (See page 3 for details) 
December 7, 2019:  NMGMS Lapidary Workshop Room at the Link Centre will be open at 10am.  (See page 3 for details). 
December 7, 2019:  NMGMS will have a vendor table at the Link Centre Holiday Market.  (Details below) 
December 14, 2019:  NMGMS Christmas party luncheon from 11am to 3pm at the Tupelo library.  (Details on page 4) 
January 11, 2019:  NMGMS January meeting from 1-3pm at the Tupelo Library.  Program:  Ice Ages, by Dr. J. Gifford.  ** 
February 8, 2019:  NMGMS February meeting from 1-3pm at the Tupelo Library.  Program: TBA.  ** 
**Note!  January and February meeting dates are changed due to the library being closed on the third weekend of those 
months. 

Other Upcoming Events:  
November 23-24, 2019:  ALMS member Bud Newell will be teaching a silversmithing class to 8 NMGMS members at the 
Link Centre.  Class is full, but if you are interested, you can be added to the waiting list.  
December 7, 2019:  Link Centre’s Holiday Market, 10am to 4pm.  NMGMS will be setting up as a vendor and selling hand 
crafted jewelry items made by our members.  Money raised from sales will go to our lapidary workshop.  NMGMS 
volunteers will be needed at this event. 

Show Dates:   
November 29 – December 1, 2019 
Mobile, AL     Mobile Rock and Gem Society Show     
Friday, November 29, 1:00 PM to 6:00 PM     Saturday, November 30, 9:00 AM to 6:00 PM 
Sunday, December 1, 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM   Admission: $4, children 12 & under FREE with adult  
Friday & Saturday FREE admission after 5PM 
ABBA Shrine Center, 7701 Hitt Rd, Mobile, AL   
For more Information, go to http://www.mobilerockandgem.com/show-summary 
December 6-8, 2019 
48th Annual Montgomery Gem, Mineral & Jewelry Show, December 6 – December 8, 2019 
Garrett Coliseum, 1555 Federal Drive, Montgomery, Alabama 
Friday, December 6, 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  Saturday, December 7, 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
Sunday, December 8, 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  Admission:  Adults $2.00 daily, or $3.00 for a weekend pass, 
18 and under free with student ID and one paid adult ticket. 
For more Information, go to http://www.montgomerygemandmineralsociety.com/mgms/index.php/annual-gem-
show. www.nmgms.org                                             
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Show Dates:   
December 14 - 15, 2019 
Franklin, TN     Mid Tennessee Gem and Mineral Society’s 39th Annual Earth Treasures Show 
Gem, Jewelry, Mineral, and Fossil Show and Sale 
Saturday, December 14, 9am to 6pm   Sunday, December 15, 10am to 5pm. 
Williamson County Ag Expo Park, 4215 Long Lane, Franklin, TN 37064 
Admission: $5 (2 day pass, $7), students (18 and under) $1, children 12 and under free with an adult. 
Scout Youth in Uniform are free.  For more information, go to http://www.mtgms.org/show.htm.    
 

More Upcoming NMGMS Events:   
Lapidary Workshop:  
Photo by Nancy Roberts 

Our NMGMS lapidary room #136 at the Link Centre in Tupelo will be open on the following 
Saturdays:  November 23 and December 7, 2019 at 10a.m. for those members interested.  
There are two large slab saws and a 10 inch saw available, as well as two trim saws and 
two cab machines.  Bring some stones that you would like to slab.  We have a box of slabs 
that you can "play" with, if you don't have any of your own.  
The cabochon machines are available for those members certified to use them.  Jim 
Roberts and/or Paul Gunther will be on hand to help with the saws and to get members 

certified to use the equipment.  The room is small, so workshop is limited to 6-8 members at any one time. 
Lapidary fee: $1 per cut with the 12 or 10 inch saws, $2 an hour on the cab machine and trim saw. 
Bring a brown bag lunch.  Please email therockhoundlady@yahoo.com, or latergator2003@yahoo.com, if you plan to 
attend.  Junior members must be accompanied by a parent.  
Note:  the outside door stays locked on the weekends, so be sure to let Paul or Jim know if you plan to come.   
Paul: 662-808-7523C, Jim: 731-327-2085C.  You might like to come by the lapidary room after the field trip! 

NMGMS Field Trip: 
Photo by Nancy Roberts 

The next field trip for NMGMS will be to the Blue Springs crab site in Union County, 
MS on Saturday, November 23, 2019.                                               Photo by NancyRoberts 

Meet at the site at 9a.m.  Robert Langford will be field trip 
leader. 
Along with collecting fossil crabs, you will find turtle and 
mosasaur bone, shark teeth and vertebrae, mollusks and 
bi-valves of all kinds, spiny lobsters, small corals, 

bryozoans, and some nautiloids.  This site is an Upper Cretaceous Coon Creek deposit.   
Watch your email for directions.   
For more information contact Nancy Roberts:  therockhoundlady@yahoo.com  
or Robert Langford:  rlangford2525@yahoo.com  
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The Holidays are coming! 
Photo by Nancy Roberts 

The NMGMS annual Christmas party and potluck luncheon will be on Saturday, December 14, 
2019 from 11a.m. until 3p.m., upstairs at the Lee County Public Library in Tupelo, MS. 
The club will provide a ham for the luncheon, and members attending are asked to bring a 
potluck dish to share.   
We will have a gift exchange.  If you wish to participate, bring a gift ($10 maximum), and label it 
either as a man, woman, or child’s gift.   

We are asking members to bring a few canned goods or other nonperishable food items for our club’s contribution to a 
local food pantry.  We will also participate in the "Toys for Tots" program, so please bring a new toy to donate.  The toys 
will be dropped off at the Oren Dunn Museum after the party.   
We will be doing the "Night before Christmas" ornament exchange.  If you would like to participate in the game and 
ornament exchange, just bring an ornament.  They can be handmade or store bought.  Everyone that brings an 
ornament will go home with one.   
Hope to see everyone there to help NMGMS celebrate another great year.  Remember, this is when NMGMS passes out 
badges, awards, and certificates to members for their accomplishments. 
 
Club News:  Time to Renew Your Membership 

2020 is fast approaching, and it is time to start thinking about renewing your NMGMS membership.   
Our club treasurer will be available to collect your dues at our meetings, or you can make checks 
payable to NMGMS ($15 single, $25 for a couple and $4 for each child) and mail them along with an 
application form to: NMGMS, P.O. Box 1445, Tupelo, MS 38802.  An application form is located on 
our club website:  www.nmgms.org  
Note:  You may also pay your annual dues with PayPal.  You will find links to do so on the club 
website. 

 
Editor’s Note:  Due to our annual picnic and rock swap, “Rocktoberfest”, NMGMS did not hold 
a regular club meeting in October, so there are no meeting minutes to report this month.       
 

NMGMS Participates:  Robins Street Art Stroll 
Photo by Nikki Kenney 

Luckily for all participants and attendees, the Robins Street Art Stroll was moved to the 
Church Street School, so they were in Tupelo’s safest building 
during the horrific winds on October 26, 2019.   
NMGMS members Nikki Kenney, Jane Coryell, and Linda 
Blackmon manned the club’s jewelry sales table during the art 
festival.  Even though they had lots of wonderfully handcrafted 
jewelry items made by club members for sale, the “hottest” 
selling items were the bead and wire spiders the ladies worked 

on while there.  The spiders sold as fast as they could finish them!                             Photo by Nikki Kenney                                               
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“Touring the Mammoth Site” by Sydney Thornton 
Photo by Beth Thornton 

This summer we went to Hot Springs, SD, and we got to see a place called The Mammoth Site.  
At the Mammoth Site we learned about a sinkhole that was discovered in 1974 with a large 
deposit of mammoth fossils.  They have found Woolly Mammoth and Columbian Mammoth 
fossils.  We learned that they have only found male mammoth fossils in the sinkhole.  So far 
they have found 61 mammoths at the site.  They are still digging for more.  We got to see 
people working when we were there.  We had a good time there and learned a lot.  If you are 
ever in South Dakota, stop by and visit the Mammoth Site.                            Photos by Beth Thornton 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Visiting the Big Thunder Gold Mine” by Amelia Thornton 
Photo by Beth Thornton 

This summer we went to South Dakota and toured the 
Big Thunder Gold Mine in Keystone, SD.  We went into 
the mine and saw the tools they used to dig with.  It was 
really wet and cold inside the mine.  They even showed 
us where some gold is in the mine that has not been dug 
out yet.  After the tour we got to go and try panning for 
gold.  We struck it rich and found a few small pieces of 
gold.  It was a really good tour.  

 
   
 
    Photos by Beth Thornton 
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NMGMS Junior Members 
 
Rockheads                             November 2019  

Mascot by Remy Collins                                                                                                                                                          www.amfed.org/fra/ fra_badge.htm 

Rockhead Officers for 2019:                                                                                 Adult Youth Advisor for 2019: 
President, Liam Langford                                                                         Beth Thornton, bethunderwood78@hotmail.com  
Vice President, Alex Rogers                                                                                                                                                      
Secretary, Julia Williamson 
 

Next Rockhead Meeting: November 16, 2019                                               
Photo by Nancy Roberts 

At the November 16th meeting, the Rockheads will start working on the Fluorescent Minerals 
badge.  Be sure to bring a few rocks that you would like to test for fluorescence, and let’s see 
what “glows” in the dark! 
Junior members will also be completing whatever requirements they need for this year’s FRA 
badges.  Mrs. Beth Thornton will have the FRA badge sheets at the November meeting, so 
please plan to attend and be ready to sign off on any of the badges that you have completed.     

                                                 Badges will be presented at the December 14th Christmas Party meeting  
 
Rockheads’ Officers for 2020 
November is when our organization proposes a new slate of officers for the coming year.  At the next Rockhead 
meeting, you will decide on who you would like to have as officers for 2020.  Are you willing to serve?  Who do you want 
to lead the Rockheads?  Be thinking about this issue, and be prepared to vote on the 16th!  Nancy Roberts 

Attention Rockheads! 
We are nearly through with our 2019 activities; will NMGMS have any Rockheads who have earned 
the “NMGMS Junior Rockhound of the Year Award”?  Hope so!  You will earn some nice prizes! 
 
Requirements for the “Junior Rockhound of the Year” award are: 

1. Be a member in good standing. 
2. Write an article or review for The Nugget. 
3. Give a short presentation or set up a "show and tell" display at one of the meetings. 

Your article or review for the newsletter does not need to be long or complicated.  Please send it and any accompanying 
photos to:  therockhoundlady@yahoo.com.  If you would like to do a display, bring one along to any of the club 
meetings. 
Editor’s Note:  I like to have junior articles to submit to the SFMS Bulletin Competition, and we usually have NMGMS 
juniors who place.  Yeah!  So come on all junior NMGMS members and write up a short article or review for the 
newsletter.  You could be our next winner! 
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“My Trip to the Huntsville Show” by Sophie Gunther 
Photo by Paul Gunther  

I went to Huntsville’s Gem and Mineral Show.  The first thing we did was get lunch, but 
they didn’t have enough seating, so we had to go outside to eat.  I saw lots of cool rocks, 
making it hard to pick out a favorite.  I saw shark teeth and dinosaur teeth.  There was lots 
of pretty jewelry made from all types of rocks.  I saw lots of crystal specimens as well.  One 
of my favorite things I saw were Christmas tree earrings made from different types of 
crystals.  I finally settled on a pair of pearl earrings made up of a bunch of tiny pearls 
strung together.  
They had several activities for kids.  They had a gem flume where you got a bag of rocks 
and sifted them in running water then picked out all the rocks you liked.  They also had a 
fossil rubbing area, but I didn’t end up getting to do that.  They had a cool fluorescent 
room where it was dark, but the rocks lit up all different colors including purple, orange, 

green, and blue. 
I also saw a chainmail exhibit.  I saw a chainmail design that had colored links that looked like a person.  I saw different 
examples of ways to link the loops together.  They had tables for wire wrapping demonstrations.  After spending a 
couple hours looking around, Bill Friday took us to see Huntsville’s lapidary room.  They had lots of saws including a 24 
inch slab saw.  They also had a lot of cabochon machines that were setup very nice. 
 
October “Rocktoberfest” Review:   
“Perfect Picnic in the Park?” by Clarice Turner 
Photo by Jim Roberts 

October weather is normally cool and breezy in North Mississippi, just right 
for our annual rock swap and cookout.  The weather forecaster did predict 
some wet breezes for our area, but we didn't think it would be enough to 
cancel.  Soon after arriving to begin our set-up, we began wondering, "When 
will it ever stop?”.  Wet 70 mph winds were bending pine trees and causing 
large garbage cans to fly.  We early arrivals, about seven of us, were huddled 
on the wet wooden benches, watching and waiting for over an hour!  Amid all 

of this, Michael Schuchs, grill chef extraordinaire, proceeded to light his grill, and successfully teased our taste buds with 
tantalizing whiffs of seared kielbasa.  
Finally, Mother Nature had pity on us wet bedraggled souls and slowly allowed 
her wind to halt, so we could set up the food dishes, rocks, fossils, and auction 
items.  Club members began to arrive, sharing stories of downed trees and 
power outages.  Amidst the feasting, some perused the displayed rocks and 
fossils, seeking information from various seasoned rockhounds about origins, 
uses, hardness, etc.  Randy Burleson, from Mantachie, demonstrated the age-
old craft of flint knapping, which was used by Native Americans to create the 
arrowheads that were important to their survival.  Despite the weather, we had 
a good turnout and a good time.  We learned a lot that day, and we learned that 
when we hang together, we can handle just about anything!   
Editor’s Note:  Check out the NMGMS Facebook page to view the video of the winds.                                            Photo by Nancy Roberts 
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Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc. News: 
On October 12, 2019 Jim Roberts, Paul Gunther, Sophie Gunther, and I 
attended the Southeast Federation’s annual meeting which was held in 
Huntsville, AL.  The meeting consisted of committee reports, an overview 

presentation of the Federation’s “10 Point Program-Benefits of Belonging to the SFMS”, 
approval of the 2020 budget, and an election of officers for next year.  After the meeting 
we were able to enjoy the HGMS rock and gem show, and that evening we were treated 

by the Huntsville club to a wonderful banquet 
dinner.                                         Photo by Nancy Roberts 

On Sunday, we enjoyed the hotel’s breakfast buffet while we attended the 
SFMS Editor’s Breakfast.  I am proud to report that NMGMS and our newsletter, 
The Nugget, took quite a few awards!  After all of the 
meetings, we made a trip out to the Space and Rocket 
Center, which was quite fascinating.  Huntsville is a great 
place to visit, and HGMS did a superb job in hosting 

these events.  Submitted by Nancy Roberts                                                    Photos by Jim Roberts 

                                   
                      The minutes of the SFMS 2019 annual meeting can be found in the November 2019 issue of The Lodestar 
               The SFMS Newsletter, the Lodestar, is available for all members to read on line.   http://www.amfed.org/sfms/ 

NMGMS members took honors in this year’s SFMS Bulletin Competition! 
Results of the 2019 Bulletin Editor’s Contest:  
Small Bulletins:  1st Place, Nancy Roberts Editor, The Nugget, October 2018 issue.  
Original Adult Articles:  1st Place, Nancy Roberts, “Safety:  Be Prepared”, 2nd Place, Nikki Kenney, “Credit Cards- Void 
Them and Save Them”, and 3rd Place, Paul Gunther, “A Week at William Holland”. 
Junior Article Under 12:  1st Place, Sophie Gunther, “Believe It or Not, I Found shark Teeth, and 2nd Place, Walter 
Atkinson, “My Day at the Museum”.   
Written Feature:  1st Place, Nikki Kenney, “Easy Peasy Ear Wires”, and 2nd Place, Clarice Turner, “Copper Etching is Fun 
and Fetching”, 5th place, Nancy Roberts, “Notes From The President’s Desk, March 2018”, 6th place, Kellie Atkinson, 
“Meeting Program Review:  NMGMS February Meeting”. 
 

American Federation of Mineralogical Societies News: 
The Knoxville Gem & Mineral Society has agreed to host both the AFMS 
and SFMS Annual Meetings for 2020.  Most likely these meetings will fall on the third weekend of 
October when the Knoxville club holds their rock and gem show.  The AFMS President for 2020 will 

be Dave Wayment of the Southeast Federation.  Congratulations Dave! 

                          For more AFMS Federation news, please check out their website:  http://www.amfed.org/    
                                             The AFMS Newsletter is available for all members to read on line. 
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“Learning about Fluorescent Minerals” by Nancy Roberts 
Image from Walmart.com 

Watching a rock turn from drab to glowing when exposed to ultra violet light is 
absolutely fascinating, if not magical.  I love to take my hand held field UV lamp and 
“test” everything in my collection to see if anything exhibits some form of fluorescence.  
Some do and some don’t; others react to short wave UV and some to longwave UV, 
while a few react to both.  One or two will even show phosphorescence, which is they 
continue to “glow” briefly even after the lamp is turned off. 
I wanted to learn more about this phenomenon and the minerals that fluoresce, so I 
check some online resources.  One very good site is sponsored by the Fluorescent 
Minerals Society (FMS) at https://www.uvminerals.org/ .  They have a lot of information 

about fluorescence, as well as the other forms of luminescence that rocks exhibit.  There is also a gallery of colored 
photos showing what the different minerals and rocks look like when exposed to ultraviolet radiation.  A listing of 
collecting sites is in the works.  From this site I learned that the term “fluorescence” was derived from the mineral 
fluorite (originally known as fluorospar), where the phenomenon was first discovered and named by George Stokes in 
1852.  
I also came across and article written by Bob Jones for Rock and Gem Magazine (https://www.rockngem.com/rainbow-
rocks-collectability-of-fluorescent-minerals/).  Having subscribed to that magazine for many years, I knew that the article 
was written by a well-known authority.  Bob Jones holds the Carnegie Mineralogical Award and is a member of the 
Rockhound Hall of Fame.  His article goes in depth into the evolution of ultraviolet lamps and their use in the mining 
industry.  He also explains how modernization of the lamps allowed for more effective field use and easier accessibility 
for the amateur collector.  The author goes on to cover many collecting sites where fluorescent minerals can be found.  
Fluorescence in rocks and minerals is caused by the presence of trace elements called “activators”, and this article 
explains that the majority of activators are transition metal elements, such as manganese, lead, uranium, and mercury.   
Image from Geology.com 

Another excellent site is https://geology.com/articles/fluorescent-
minerals/.  This site provides an in depth explanation of fluorescence and 
a very good diagram on how fluorescence works.  It also covers safety 
issues when using any of the ultraviolet field lamps and display bulbs.  
Remember our sun is the “biggest UV lamp” around, so exposure to this 
kind of light can lead to sunburned skin and eye damage.  Stay protected 
when handling any of the lamps by wearing gloves and some kind of UV 
blocking glasses, and don’t look directly at the light!  This site also explains 
activators and goes on to mention some practical uses for fluorescence 

and the other forms of luminosity that rocks can exhibit, such as phosphorescence, thermoluminescence (emitting light 
when heated), and triboluminescence (emitting light when struck or broken).   
Viewing fluorescent rocks and minerals is a thrilling experience; so if you are at all interested in learning more about this 
field of collecting and study, I encourage you to check out some of these sites and look into other resources for further 
information.  If you have a chance to get or borrow a shortwave UV lamp, you just might be amazed at how many 
fluorescent specimens you already own!  
www.nmgms.org                                                                     Page 9                                       NMGMS PO Box 1445 Tupelo, MS 38802 



Volume 19 Issue 5                                                          The Nugget                                                            November 11, 2019 
NMGMS 2019 Officers:  
President:                                                                                                       Secretary: 
Nancy Roberts                                                                                                Krista Williamson 
25 Amber Lane                                                                                               2012 Fillmore Dr. 
Counce, TN 38326                                                                                         Tupelo, MS 38801 
731-689-5336                                                                                                 662-252-9734 
therockhoundlady@yahoo.com                                                                 kristawilliamson2008@yahoo.com 
 
Vice-President/Webmaster:                                                                      Treasurer: 
Paul Gunther                                                                                                  Rachael Hill 
101 Westover Heights                                                                                  2854 Lake Itawamba Rd.                
Booneville, MS 38829                                                                                   Fulton, MS 38843 
662-643-4210                                                                                                 662-255-6815 
paul.gunther@gmail.com                                                                             kandrhill@gmail.com 

Committees: 
Publicity Chair:                                                                                                Hospitality:                                             Librarian: 
John Byzet                                                                                                         Ann Byzet                                               Nikki Kenney 
1209 Queensgate Dr                                                                                       1209 Queensgate Dr.                            PO Box 808 
Tupelo, MS 38801                                                                                           Tupelo, MS 38801                                  Tupelo, MS 38802 
662-844-9841                                                                                                   662-844-9841                                         662-844-6142 
wa4iax@comcast.net                                                                                      wa4iax@comcast.net                           nmgms@comcast.net   
 

Junior Youth Advisor:                                                                                     Historian: 
Beth Thornton                                                                                                  Rebecca Vallarian                 
104 Grand Ridge Rd.                                                                                        308 Meadowbrook Circle 
Starkville, MS 39759    662-320-9805                                                           Amory, MS 38821    662-256-2040 
bethunderwood78@hotmail.com                                                                 janiegirl@vallarian.com  

Newsletter editor:                                                                                          Membership:   Field Trip Chair: 
Nancy Roberts                                                                                                  Diana Watson   Mike Schuchs 
25 Amber Ln                                                                                                     2312 Hwy 70E   1148 Lake Dr. 
Counce, TN 38326                                                                                           Jackson, TN 38305   Fulton, MS 38843 
731-689-5336                                                                                                  731-427-3946   662-862-3160 
therockhoundlady@yahoo.com                                                                   jodyanddiana@hotmail.com    mike.schuchs@gmail.com  
 
 

 
NMGMS meets the third Saturday of the month (except June, July and August) from 1p.m. to 3p.m. 
at the Lee County Public Library in Tupelo, MS.  Any changes will be posted on the website 
www.nmgms.org, in The Nugget, or on the NMGMS Facebook page.                   
Annual Dues Starting 2019: $15 for a single, $25 for a couple, and $4 each child. 
The North Mississippi Gem and Mineral Society was established in 2001 as a non-profit organization 

dedicated to education and the collection of rocks, minerals, and fossils.  NMGMS became a non-profit corporation in 
December of 2013. NMGMS is a member of the Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc. and is affiliated 
with the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies.  Our organization promotes the educational, scientific, and 
recreational aspects of the hobby in the subjects of mineralogy, geology, paleontology, the lapidary arts, and other areas 
related to the earth sciences.  Through our meeting programs, workshops, field trips, and other club activities, we strive 
to increase the knowledge and skills of our members in these subjects.  We not only share knowledge within our club, 
but we have participated in activities throughout the community.     
The Society’s newsletter, The Nugget, is mailed to members electronically and posted on the website. 
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