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              Sifting for Alabama Garnets 

   
Notes from the President’s Desk…June 2019 
Welcome to summer!  I guess summer vacations started a bit early this year because our May 18th meeting had very 
light attendance, but those who came were treated to another excellent presentation by Dr. Jennifer Gifford.  Dr. Gifford 
was excited about her summer research project out in the wilderness of Wyoming.  She said there are no roads and they 
have to hike everything in!  We hope to have her back again for our January program. 
NMGMS is going to tackle a new adventure.  At the May board meeting, it was decided that our club proceed with 
joining the federation’s Dixie Mineral Council field trip exchange program.  This will open up field trips all across the 
southeast to our membership.  It is a big commitment however, and we will need everyone’s help when it comes time 
for us to host a field trip.  This responsibility currently comes about once every two and a half years since there are 31 
member clubs in the DMC right now.  We need to decide on a month in which to host our field trip so we can get signed 
up for either 2021 or 2022.  Hopefully we can get everything finalized over the summer so we will be eligible for the fall 
DMC field trips. 
On another note, Rebecca Vallarian will be setting up some display cases at the Amory Regional Museum in July.  She 
will be showcasing fossils from Monroe County, everyday uses of minerals, and gravel deposits, such as, river agates, 
chert fossils, etc.  If you are in the Amory vicinity, stop by the museum and check out the displays.  Also, don’t forget 
that Robert Langford will be setting up his fossil ID station again at Twenty Mile Creek on July 20, 2019. 
This June issue of The Nugget will be my last issue as editor; Robert Langford has graciously volunteered to take over the 
reigns as editor starting with the September issue.  Robert was the editor of our club newsletter when I first took on the 
position of President, and he did an excellent job.  He is excited to get started, so let’s all help him out by taking pictures 
and doing a short article about our summer trips and activities.  Our membership always likes to read about what their 
fellow members do.  If you have a rockhounding adventure, visit a museum or an historical point of interest, are working 
on a lapidary or metalsmithing project, or any other activity that interests you, please share a short write up about it and 
submit it to Robert (rlangford@cobbenv.com).  Since we don’t hold meetings in the summer, this is one way that we can 
keep in touch with our fellow members.  I look forward to some great newsletters. 
Hopefully everyone has some great summer collecting trips or exciting adventures to new places planned, so we’ll have 
some new “show and tell” items to view this fall or stories to share.  Just remember to dress in light colors, wear a hat, 
use sunscreen, and drink plenty of water when out in the heat.  As always, be safe!  Nancy Roberts 
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Mark Your Calendar!  NMGMS September 21, 2019 Meeting   
Photo by Harbor Freight Tools 

The NMGMS September 21, 2019 meeting will be held at the Lee County Library from 1 to 3p.m.  
The program will be, “Proper Techniques for Using a Rotary Tumbler to Polish Stones”, given by 
NMGMS member Mike Schuchs.  Mike will also have on hand some Alabama gravel that is rich in 
garnets.  Come and pick a few!  Join us at this meeting to learn how to achieve stunning polishes 
on your stones with a rock tumbler.  Refreshments are "pot luck", so members are asked to bring 
something. 

 
Other Upcoming NMGMS Events: 
July 20, 2019:  Collecting at Twenty Mile Creek, Robert Langford’s summer schedule. (See page 3 for details)   
October 26, 2019:  “Rocktoberfest”, NMGMS annual picnic and rock swap from 1pm until 4pm at Ballard Park in Tupelo. 
November 16, 2019:  NMGMS November meeting from 1 to 3pm at the Tupelo library.  Program will be “Fluorescent 
Rocks and Minerals”, by NMGMS members Mike Schuchs and Nancy Roberts.  Bring a rock or two to see if it fluoresces! 
December 14, 2019:  NMGMS annual Christmas party and luncheon from 11am to 3pm at the Tupelo library. 

Show Dates:  
August 24-25, 2019—MOUNTAIN HOME, ARKANSAS: Annual show; Ozark Earth Science Club; 
Baxter County Fairgrounds, 1507 Fairgrounds Drive; Saturday, 9am-6pm, Sunday, 9am-4pm; adults $2, children 12 and 
under free; vendors selling beautiful gems, minerals, jewelry, fossils, and more. There will be games, geode cracking, 
speakers, demonstrations, displays, presentations, free hourly door prizes, grand prize drawing; contact Sharon 
Waddell, 6463 US Hwy. 63, West Plains, MO 65775, (417) 274-8712 
 
October 5-6, 2019 
47th Annual Greater Little Rock Gem, Mineral, and Jewelry Show 
Central Arkansas Gem, Mineral, and Geology Society  
October 5th and 6th, 2019, 9am to 5pm at the Jacksonville Community Center, 5 Municipal Drive, Jacksonville, AR (Hwy 
67/167, Exit 9, Main Street).  Free admission, free parking, and open to the public. 
www.centralarrockhound.org   
 
October 11, 12, & 13, 2019   
HGMS    Huntsville, AL show          
52nd Annual Gem, Jewelry, & Mineral Show    Huntsville Gem & Mineral Society – 
Huntsville, AL       Friday: 10AM to 6 PM;      Saturday: 10 AM to 6 PM;     Sunday: Noon to 5 PM 
Jaycees Community Building - 2180 Airport Rd.  Huntsville, AL 
http://huntsvillegms.org/2015-jewelry-gem-mineral-show/    
 
October 18 - 20, 2019   
KNOXVILLE, TN:  Annual show, Knoxville Gem and Mineral Society, Rothchild Conference Center, 8807 Kingston Pike; 
Knoxville, TN 37923. 
Friday, October 18th:  10am – 6pm, Saturday, October 19th:  10am – 6pm, Sunday, October 20th:  11am – 5pm.   
Adults $ 6.00/day, or show pass $10.00; children under 12 are free.  Many free activities, displays, hourly door prizes, 
and children's grab bags.  http://www.knoxrocks.org/gem-show/   
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Meeting Program Review: NMGMS May 18, 2019 Meeting, “Caves” 
Photo by Nancy Roberts 

At the NMGMS May 18th meeting, club members were treated to another great 
presentation by Dr. Jennifer Gifford, geology professor at the University of 
Mississippi.  She covered Karst Topography, caves, and sinkholes.  Karst topography 
is the terrain that is particular to rocks that have a high solubility like limestone. 
Caves and sinkholes form in areas where the rock has a high porosity and is very 
permeable.  Also sufficient amounts of annual rainfall are required for cave 
formation.  Dr. Gifford explained how water picks up CO2 from the atmosphere and 
forms carbolic acid when it rains. (Ah ha, acid rain!)  This rain flows thru the joints 
and faults of the bedrock and breaks down the carbonates. 

Caves can act like underground rivers, and studying the flow path of the groundwater is very important, especially in 
areas where the sinkholes have been used as dump sites.  Contaminated water can flow many miles from the sinkhole 
thus affecting aquifers and wells that are served by this groundwater.  The state of Florida has a very high number of 
sinkholes.  They can be solution sinkholes which are shallow depressions, or collapse sinkholes, which happen when the 
“roof” or overburden suddenly collapses into the voids (caves) which formed in the underlying bedrock.  We came away 
with a better understanding about caves and sinkholes and enjoyed the presentation immensely.  Thank you Dr. Gifford!   
Submitted by Nancy Roberts 
 

NMGMS Field Trips:  Robert Langford’s Summer Schedule 
Photo of ID Station by Jim Roberts   

Mark your Calendars for a Special 2019 Fossil Collecting Activity 
Registered Professional Geologist, Robert Langford, will be present at the W. M. 
Browning Cretaceous Fossil Park located on Twenty Mile Creek at the Hwy 45 
Bridge near Frankstown, in Prentiss County, Mississippi.  Robert will be there on a 
voluntary basis to help novice fossil collectors, to identify their fossils, and to 
promote the club by handing out NMGMS information fliers.  Family groups and 
Home Schoolers are very welcome.  Boy Scouts, are you working on a BSA Geology 

Merit Badge?  BSA Geology Merit Badge Forms are available. 
Robert’s 2019 summer Saturday schedule will be as follows: June 15thand July 20th. 
List of Things to bring: 
Families are in for a treat.  This site is extremely wet; be prepared to get very wet.  The creek bed is rocky and there is 
some glass and wire.  So have the kids wear shoes that they can wear into the water and a swimsuit.  They will also need 
to bring a change of clothes, towel, sun screen, lunch, and water to drink. 
You will need sieving screens that can be made from window screening or hardware cloth that 
is attached to a frame, but many people use kitchen colanders or the screens you get in 
summer beach toys, just something to let the sand and water through so you can sort through 
the coarse material to find the fossils.  Bring a trowel or a scoop and a couple of small plastic 
bags or boxes (egg cartons or yogurt cups with lids will do) to keep your fossils safe. 
If you need additional direction to the W. M. Browning Cretaceous Fossil Park, please contact 
Robert Langford at rlangford@cobbenv.com. 
 
Editor:  Here is a very informative video about this locale:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ntqiXfD3wBc                                                  Photo by Nancy Roberts 
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“Our Out West Adventures” by Barbara Burleson 
Photo by Barbara Burleson 

Randy and I drove out West, marveling at all the wonderful sights.  We went through 
flatlands, hills, desert, mountains, and prairies.  Our first stop was at Davis Creek, 
California where we wanted to dig Rainbow Obsidian.  They had so much rainy and 
snowy weather that the obsidian mines were closed until June 11.  Instead, we 
found a rock shop, and the owner made us a good deal on Rainbow Obsidian and 
several other rocks for Randy to knap.  I also got several nice rocks, one being a 
piece of pink opal.  
From there we headed to the Redwood Forest and went through the Avenue of the 
Giants.  Again we found a rock shop were we bought a lovely chunk of petrified 

wood from Oregon, a rose quartz, and a green serpentine rock which is the California state rock.  Later I found a lot of it 
up on the mountain where I proceeded to pick up lots to put in my flower bed.  We headed back home through Arizona.  
There we got rock blown out of the Arizona Crater by a meteorite.  It will probably end up in the flower bed too. 
Last stop put us at the Petrified Forest and Painted Desert.  We bought two really nice pieces of petrified wood.  We 
loved seeing the museum set up to explain how a lush forest could become a desert and how trees became rocks. 
Can’t wait to see everyone in September and show you our new rock collection.  Have a marvelous summer! 
Photos by Randy and Barbara Burleson 

         

Grab Bags:  We sold out and need more! 
At the April 13th Fossil Road Show and Geology Fest, we sold every grab bag that we had there.  We still have plenty of 
rocks and fossils to fill more, but we need members to volunteer to put together more of the cloth bags.  You’ll have this 
coming summer to work on them, and hopefully we’ll have a bunch ready to fill when we come back together again in 
the fall.  The construction is not difficult, so if you can sew, please take a look at this cloth bag.   

 

Instructions:     Cut an 8x15 inch piece of fabric.  Notice how it's sewn; 
You'll sew the casing for the draw string first and then do the side and bottom seams.  Make 
seams half an inch, so the finished bag is approximately 7x7 inches.  Experiment, they don't all 
have to be exactly the same size or configuration, just colorful and enticing!  I sew a ¾ inch 
turn for the yarn first (with the yarn already in place).  Fold in half, then sew the bottom & up 
the one side, stopping before the yarn tube.  Good luck and thanks!   
See Marion’s article in The Nugget, February 10, 2016, Vol. 15, Issue 9, for step by step 
photos!                                                                               Submitted by Nancy Roberts 
Photo by Floy Hawkins 
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Workshop Review: “Tab-Set Pendant Workshop” by Nancy Roberts   
Photo by Beverly P. Kraft 

On Saturday, May 11, 2019, 10 NMGMS members came to a metalsmithing 
workshop that was taught by fellow NMGMS members, Nikki Kenney, Cheryle 
Langford, and me.  In my opinion, the tab-set pendant is an intermediate level 
project and this workshop was the first time for many of the attendees to use a 
jeweler’s saw.  Everyone jumped right in however, and I’m always so amazed at 
how many different designs and approaches to a project we see at these 
workshops.   
Picking out a stone to set and then designing the setting for it were the first steps 
of the project and for some, the most challenging.  A design on paper can look 

pretty good, but the actual construction steps and how well it will hold the stone when finished had to be considered.  
The tab setting is a “cold connection” with no soldering involved.  There were several choices as to how to make the 
tabs, and some decided to rivet the tab setting to a backing or to rivet on a separate bail.  So there were lots of different 
techniques used besides sawing out the tab setting.  Texturing, riveting, and adding a patina with either heat or Liver of 
Sulfur were all steps involved in making this pendant.  I had just as much fun helping everyone with their pieces as they 
did making them, and I learned a lot of useful tips and ideas from all who participated.  The finished pieces were quite 
amazing too!    

            

         

         
Photos by Beverly P. Kraft 

www.nmgms.org                                                                     Page 5                                       NMGMS PO Box 1445 Tupelo, MS 38802 



Volume 19 Issue 3                                                          The Nugget                                                                       June 20, 2019 

“Eureka! I have found it!” by Beverly P. Kraft 
Photo by Beverly P. Kraft 

Learning the tab set pendant method of creating settings for irregularly shaped stones 
was the answer to a problem that I’ve pondered for quite some time.  I collect Native 
American pottery shards, Teotihuacan effigy heads, and pre-Columbian spindle whorls. 
I started collecting with the idea of using these pieces to make jewelry.   
 
I tried silversmithing, but need a lot more practice.  Soldered copper settings are easier, 
but aren’t quite what I want.  Wire wrapping works for pottery shards, but isn’t quite 

the look either.  The adaptability of the tab setting will allow the creation of a protective 
cradle for ancient pottery, with lots of possibilities for texturing and embellishments. 

Nancy Roberts explained the basic design, comparing it to the shape of a turtle; the “legs” 
create the tabs.  My interpretation was akin to a turtle with a very long neck.  The “head” 
folded forward to create the bail, and the “feet” bent inward to create the tabs.  While I 
concentrated on making the basic model, David Kraft took the turtle design a step further, 
texturing folded turtle skin flippers.  For his second project, David used an arrowhead and 
formed a wolf’s head with tab eyes and mane.  It was an artistic adaptation of the three-
tab minimum rule.                                                                                                 Photo by Beverly P. Kraft 

 

Club News:  We have winners! 
Photo by Nancy Roberts 

At the May NMGMS meeting, we asked Dr. Jennifer Gifford to do the drawing for our 
raffle prize winners.  She drew tickets for a first and second place winner.  The first place 
winning ticket was held by NMGMS member Cathy Moore.  Cathy is a new member to 
NMGMS, but is also a current member of MGMS.  Cathy was at the May 11th tab-set 
pendant workshop.  She chose the fossil coral “geode” slice for her 
prize.   
The second place winning ticket was held by Nicola Tupis of 

Memphis.  Nicola purchased her ticket while visiting our NMGMS exhibit table at the April MAGS 
rock and gem show.  Nicola makes glass beads and is a member of the Memphis Arts and Crafts 
Guild. Nicola chose the enameled jewelry set.                                                             Photo by Nancy Roberts 
 

NMGMS Participates:  New Albany Fossil Road Show 
Photo by Robert Langford 

On Saturday, June 8, 2019 Robert Langford represented NMGMS at the Union 
County Heritage Museum’s Fossil Road Show.  Robert had a variety of fossils for his 
exhibit, as well as information about the W. M. Browning Cretaceous Fossil Site on 
Twenty Mile Creek.  Robert enjoyed the presentation by paleontologist George 
Phillips and was able to spend some time with George afterwards.  Thank you 
Robert for volunteering your services and expertise!  Submitted by Nancy Roberts 
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Field Trip Review:  “NMGMS Hunts for Gold!” By Nancy Roberts 
Photo by Nancy Roberts 

The club’s second trip to the Alabama Gold Camp over Memorial Weekend was a lot of 
fun for everyone who attended. The weather was sunny and hot, so it was a good time to 
be at a creek.  The group spent Saturday morning sifting 
dirt from the big piles that were set up along the creek, 
then sitting at the water’s edge while panning down to the 
black sand, hopefully finding some gold.  I think one or 
two flecks of gold were found, but for us novices, it is hard 

to differentiate between the flecks of gold and the sparkly bits of mica that are so 
prevalent in the local mica schists.                                                                  Photo by Nancy Roberts 

After an enjoyable lunch under the big shade trees, some of us drove down to the far end of 
the creek where the gravel is full of small garnets.  These garnets are anywhere from the size 
of pepper corns to about the size of a green pea; the largest we found was close to a half an 
inch.  Amazingly, even after tumbling around in the creek, many of the garnets till showed 
some crystal faces; a garnet crystal is 12 sided, a dodecahedron. 
Photos by Nancy Roberts 

Some of our members paid to do a session of “high banking” at the 
camp’s sluice troughs.  I believe they were lucky enough to find 
some flecks of gold, since sluicing processes a lot more dirt than 
panning does.  We gathered Saturday evening for a hotdog 

cookout, courtesy of Mike Schuchs, and enjoyed relaxing in the cabin area of the gold camp.  We were even finding 
some garnets in the dirt there!  Jim and I were camped out in our popup in the campground area on the other side of 
the general store/office building.   
Sunday was another hot and sunny day.  Jim and I decided to go ahead and pan the bucket of dirt that we had sifted the 
day before, and then we broke camp and folded up our popup.  We were headed to Birmingham to visit family there.  
Mike and Alison Schuchs toured the nearby Cheaha State Park.  The Alabama Gold Camp is located in the Talladega 
National Forest where there are lakes, mountains, and many beautiful sights to see and things to do. 

           
 

         All photos by Nancy Roberts 
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NMGMS Junior Members 
 
Rockheads                                        June 2019  

Mascot by Remy Collins                                                                                                                                                          www.amfed.org/fra/ fra_badge.htm 

Rockhead Officers for 2019:                                                                                 Adult Youth Advisor for 2019: 
President, Liam Langford                                                                         Beth Thornton, bethunderwood78@hotmail.com  
Vice President, Alex Rogers                                                                                                                                                      
Secretary, Julia Williamson 
 
Rockheads’ May 18, 2019 Meeting:   
Image from the AFMS website 

At the May Rockheads’ meeting, junior members had a chance to practice the technique of panning.  Jim 
Roberts used beads to simulate the lighter gravel material and BB’s to simulate the heavier gold. Those 
who tried had great success!                                                                                             Photos by Nancy Roberts 
                                                                                                                                                                                                       

       
 
Attention Rockheads! 

We are half way thru our 2019 activities, so now is the time to think about working toward earning 
the “NMGMS Junior Rockhound of the Year Award”.  You will earn some nice prizes! 
 
Requirements for the “Junior Rockhound of the Year” award are: 

1. Be a member in good standing. 
2. Write an article or review for The Nugget. 
3. Give a short presentation or set up a "show and tell" display at one of the meetings. 

Your article or review for the newsletter does not need to be long or complicated.  Please send it and any accompanying 
photos to:  therockhoundlady@yahoo.com.  If you would like to do a display, bring one along to any of the club 
meetings. 
Editor’s Note:  I like to have junior articles to submit to the SFMS Bulletin Competition, and we usually have NMGMS 
juniors who place.  Yeah!  So come on all junior NMGMS members and write up a short article or review for the 
newsletter.  You could be our next winner! 
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Bead Soup:  “A Place to Talk Shop” 
Tips for Threading a Beading Needle by Nikki Kenney 
Photo by Nikki Kenney 

This is an old sewing hint, but I was recently reminded of its use in beading, as well. 
The best way to keep your beading thread from twisting as you bead is to use the end 
of the thread as it comes off the spool.  Thread your needle first, and then cut your 
length of thread from the spool.  Also, the thread is likely to be curved in the direction 
of the spool.  It is easier to aim the thread at the eye of the needle with the curved 
end facing away from you.  Hold the thread very close to the end so it is as steady as 
you can make it.  It also helps to see the eye of the needle better if you have a sheet 
of white paper in your line of sight.  

A little beeswax rubbed on the end of the thread helps to keep the end from fraying as you are pushing it through the 
eye of the needle.  If you don’t have any handy, try pulling the end of the thread across a wax-based lip balm.  (I wish I 
could remember where I saw that hint, I’d give them credit).  I keep one handy for the purpose.  Then, pull the end of 
the thread through your fingers to emphasize the curve before attempting to 
thread the needle.                                                                             Photo by Nikki Kenney 
If all of this seems to be too much bother, you can use a “Big Eye” needle that 
can be pulled apart to reveal the whole needle is the eye.  

Once you have the needle threaded, one way to keep from repeating the process again and again during the same 
project, is to tie the threads on both sides of the needle into a double knot (a short distance away from the needle to 
prevent the knot from being caught in the eye).  This will keep the thread from slipping out of the eye as you bead.  It 
took me threading my needle many times before I came up with that one!  Make sure the knot will pass through the 
beads you are using for your project.  I had no problems with 11/0 seed beads using C-Lon beading thread.  
Flat magnet sheets have many uses and often arrive in the mail in the form of advertising.  They make great keepers for 
storing your beading needles.  Take two cards of approximately the same size, or cut them to the desired size, then 
place your needles in-between where they will be kept safe and handy for your next beading project. 
 
Internet Blogs by Nancy Roberts 
In many of our Bead Soup columns, we have talked about Craftsy, Interweave, Pinterest, and many other Internet sites 
where you can find lots of valuable information, how-to videos, creative ideas, tips, etc. for the lapidary artist.  There are 
also numerous jewelry artists/metalsmiths who post their own blogs, and those are a treasure trove of helpful 
information.  I would like to specifically mention one such blog that several of our NMGMS members subscribe to (it’s 
free!) and that is Jewelry Making Journal by Rena Klingenburg at https://jewelrymakingjournal.com/.   
Rena not only shares her own “how to” projects, but other artists submit what they are doing and share tips or answer 
questions posted by other subscribers.  You can find ideas and advice on how to start an online business, setting up a 
sales display at an art festival, how to figure pricing, trouble shooting soldering mishaps, and many other jewelry making 
techniques.  Many of the questions are answered by experienced lapidary artists, so I always read through the 
comments on topics that I am interested in.  You will find this blog well worth the time to peruse.      
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Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc. News: 
The minutes of the March 2019 SFMS Executive meeting and the agenda for the May 2019 SFMS 
meeting are posted in the June issue of The Lodestar.  The Dixie Mineral Council has posted some rule 
changes to their field trip program, and there also was discussion about the recent Rockhound Roundup.  
Looks like it may become an annual event, although the month in which it is held may change.  Lori 
Heinemann will be the new editor of the Lodestar, and Secretary Jerri Heer posted a warning about 

another email scam going around to club treasurers or federation officers. The email “appears” to be from the club 
president requesting payment, so be sure you verify that an email is actually legitimate before you act. 
For more detailed information:  http://www.amfed.org/sfms/_pdf/Lodestar%20June%202019.pdf  
The SFMS Newsletter, the Lodestar, is available for all members to read on line.   http://www.amfed.org/sfms/ 

American Federation of Mineralogical Societies News: 
The April-May 2019 issue of the AFMS Newsletter has a wealth of interesting articles and information.  
AFMS Historian, Jennifer Haley wrote a short history about the formation of the national and regional 
federations and a review of the book, FOSSIL LEGENDS of the FIRST AMERICANS, by Adrienne Mayor. 
There is information about the bill, S. 47: John D. Dingell, Jr. Conservation, Management, and Recreation 
Act, which became Law on March 12, 2019 (Law: Pub.L. 116-9) and how it will effect Recreational 

Rockhounding, and an article about the American Lands Access Association (ALAA) and how they are working toward 
getting Recreational Rockhounding listed along with the more common recreational activities of camping, hiking, 
boating, fishing, etc.  Recreational activities are a large revenue source for the Department of the Interior and the 
Bureau of Land Management.  (Editor’s Note:  If you are heading west this summer, here are a couple of places you 
should check out:  Black Hills Rockhound Area in AZ, https://www.blm.gov/visit/search-details/274360/1 and Oregon 
Sunstone Public Collection Area, 
https://www.blm.gov/or/resources/recreation/files/brochures/sunstone_rec_brochure.pdf) 
The minutes of the March 2019 AFMS annual meeting held in Cedar Rapids, Iowa are posted in the April-May 2019 issue.  
                              For more AFMS Federation news, please check out their website:  http://www.amfed.org/    
                                             The AFMS Newsletter is available for all members to read on line. 

FYI:  “The Smithsonian’s New Fossil Hall”    Submitted by Gary Matthews and Nancy Roberts 
The new David H. Koch Hall of Fossils—Deep Time at the Smithsonian’s National Museum of Natural History opened to 
the public on June 8, 2019.  The nation’s Tyrannosaurus rex skeleton, which is on loan to the Smithsonian for 50 years 
from the US Army Corps of Engineers, will be featured in the reopened hall alongside more than 700 specimens, 
including dinosaurs, plants, animals, and insects, some never before displayed at the National Museum of Natural 
History.  The exhibition takes visitors on a journey through prehistoric time, hence the hall’s moniker: “Deep Time”.  The 
show captures what life looked like in the oceans, details how it emerged onto land, and explores all of what life looked 
like before, during, and after the dawn of dinosaurs.   
Hidden among the dinosaurs and megafauna, are many small details that make “Deep Time” all the more impressive.  
Things like the fossilization process shown from the decomposing body of a lizard to its bare bones, a fossil fish inside of 
a larger fossil fish, or a salamander swimming in a dinosaur footprint “puddle”.  You can learn about what the study of 
coprolites (fossilized dung) tells us and see some in the “true to life” dioramas.  It’s all part of the overarching story the 
researchers behind the exhibition are trying to tell: that everything on our planet is interconnected and always changing.  
Visitors will discover their impact on life’s story as it plays out today and their role in shaping its future.   
Sources:  https://www.si.edu/newsdesk/releases/smithsonian-s-new-fossil-hall-open-june-8-2019,  
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/12-things-might-miss-smithsonian-new-fossil-hall-
180972342/ 
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NMGMS Meeting Minutes:   
NMGMS May 18, 2019 Board meeting minutes:  Submitted by Paul Gunther 
1.  The March 16, 2019 board meeting minutes and April 6, 2019 as printed in the April and May 
newsletters were approved.   
2.  Treasurer’s report for April: The treasury amount as of May 14, 2019 was given by Nancy Roberts. 

 3.  April expenses:  Website renewal, $112.53, Geology Fest Food, $76.81, Tupelo Ballard Park rental $50.00 
4.  April Income:   Dues: $265, Geology Fest $762.60, Memphis Show, $187, Raffle $25.  We gained one new member at 
the Memphis show and picked up 4 renewals. 
5.  Jim Roberts and Gene Thornton took the Genie motor to a machine shop.  Estimate is that it is totally burned out and 
would cost more to fix it than buy a new motor.  Gene has the motor on the chance that he might be able to find parts 
from a salvaged motor. 
6.  We have sold 60 raffle tickets so far. 
7.  Kalmbach Publishing had a great sale, so Nancy ordered a jewelry making book written by Kim St. Jean for us to 
donate to the library in memory of Annette Kelly.  Book was $4.59.  
8.  Membership to date:  135.  We had 10 students at our May 11th tab-set pendant class. 
9.  We have the library booked for our September 21, 2019 meeting, as well as November 16th and December 14th. 
10.  We have reserved the large pavilion at Ballard Park for our annual picnic and rock swap for October 26th.  The 
receipt says the 19th, but Nancy called and changed it so we would have the date open to attend the October DMC field 
trip that MAGS will be hosting. 
11.  It has been recommended that NMGMS join the Dixie Mineral Council. Their rules are changing and we may no 
longer be invited to attend unless we are an official member of the DMC.  Lori Carter, the DMC Field Trip Chairperson is 
very willing to work with us to get setup with a suitable site and month.  We may get to use Twenty Mile Creek, and we 
can still try for other locations. Approval was given to join the DMC and try to locate a site we could use in 2020. 
Meeting adjourned at 12:45pm.  Attendees: John and Ann Byzet, Paul Gunther, Nancy Roberts, Robert Langford 

NMGMS Meeting Minutes:  Submitted by Paul Gunther                                                        Date:  May 18, 2019 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag led by Sophie Gunther 
The March 16, 2019 meeting minutes as printed in the April 2019 Nugget and the April 6, 2019 meeting minutes as 
printed in the May 2019 Nugget were approved. 
Treasurer’s Report:  Closing Balance as of May 14, 2019 was given. 
Chairpersons’ Reports:  
Field Trips:  The next NMGMS field trip will be to the Alabama Gold Camp the weekend of May 25th and 26th.  We will 
meet at the General Store at 9:30am on Saturday, May 25th.  We will be driving down to the creek for the day, so pack a 
lunch.  All club hotdog cookout Saturday evening at the cabin of Mike Schuchs.  Bring something to share.  Robert 
Langford will be set up at Twenty Mile Creek on Saturday, June15th.  
(See email and newsletter for details).   
Publicity: (John Byzet) Last chance to purchase raffle tickets!  Anyone need any tickets?  Raffle drawing at the end of this 
meeting was held.  Cathy Moore was drawn first and Nicola Tupis was drawn second.  Note:  Cathy picked the fossil coral 
and Nicola chose the enameled jewelry.  
Minutes continued on page 12. 
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NMGMS Meeting Minutes cont’d:   
NMGMS Meeting Minutes:  Submitted by Paul Gunther                                                        Date:  May 18, 2019 
Membership: (Diana Watson) Diana will be compiling the club’s 2019 roster.  We have 135 members to date. 
Hospitality:  Our hospitality committee would appreciate donations of plates, cups, napkins, and plastic ware for the 
refreshment table.  Monetary donations are welcome.  
Website:  (Paul Gunther) Our website domain has been renewed.  Check us out at www.nmgms.org    
Newsletter:  (Nancy Roberts) Robert Langford is going to take over as newsletter editor starting with the September 
issue of The Nugget.  Please consider writing a review for a field trip, workshop or club meeting that you have attended.  
The deadline for newsletter submissions is the second Friday of the month.  Email anything for The Nugget to:  
therockhoundlady@yahoo.com.  Also, please submit any photos that you take at our events and meetings. 
Congratulations to all of the members who placed in this year’s Bulletin Competition!   
See the May Nugget for the results.  
Youth Members:   (Beth Thornton) The Rockheads have completed the Earth in Space badge and will work on the gold 
badge next. 
Historian:  (Rebecca Vallarian) If you have any 2018 or 2019 club memorabilia please give it to Rebecca.  
 
Geology Fest and Fossil Road Show: (Nancy Roberts, John Byzet, and Rebecca Vallarian) Total ticket sales for the April 
13, 2019 event was $515.  Break down on tickets:  Bean Bag Toss 86, Fishing Game 55, Fossil Dig 77, Spin & Win 71, Gem 
Trees 65 + $34, Face Painting 14, Stretch Bracelets 21, and Fossil Rubbings 36. Club also, made $209 on grab bag sales. 
Safety & Lapidary Workshop Chairman:  (Mike Schuchs) Paul Gunther will be in charge of the lapidary workroom over 
the summer.  The Genie machine is “out of order”; it needs a new motor.  We have purchased some new sanding belts 
for the other two machines. 
Old Business:  
1. The museum display was taken down in April, but some of the specimens (USA Rocks) are being held over for a display 
to be set up at the Amory museum this coming fall.  Rebecca Vallarian has the displays.  All other loans have been 
returned.    
There was no other old business. 
 
New Business:  
1.  We have the large pavilion at Ballard Park reserved for our annual picnic and rock swap on Saturday, October 26, 
2019 from 1 to 4p.m.  
2.  The New Albany Fossil Road Show is on Saturday June 8th, from 10 until 2, at the Union County Heritage Museum 
in New Albany.  Robert Langford will set up his fossil ID station there.  Jill Smith would like someone to do a jewelry 
making demo like we do at the MAGS show.  
3.  The September NMGMS meeting will be on Saturday, Sept. 21, 2019 from 1 to 3 at the Tupelo library.  Paul Gunther 
will be presiding in Nancy’s absence.  Program will be on using a rock tumbler to polish stones by Mike Schuchs.  
4.  If you are interested in any jewelry workshops over the summer, please let Nikki Kenney know at 
nmgms@comcast.net, so she can put you on the list for notices.  Also, if you would like to work in the room on the 
lapidary equipment, let Paul Gunther know at paul.gunther@gmail.com. 
Hopefully he will be able to schedule a couple of lapidary sessions over the summer. 
5.  The SFMS annual convention meeting will be the second weekend of October in Huntsville, AL in conjunction with the 
Huntsville club’s rock and gem show.  Meeting adjourned at 1:15pm 
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NMGMS   2019 Officers:  
President:                                                                                                       Secretary: 
Nancy Roberts                                                                                                Krista Williamson 
25 Amber Lane                                                                                               2012 Fillmore Dr. 
Counce, TN 38326                                                                                         Tupelo, MS 38801 
731-689-5336                                                                                                 662-252-9734 
therockhoundlady@yahoo.com                                                                 kristawilliamson2008@yahoo.com 
 
Vice-President/Webmaster:                                                                      Treasurer: 
Paul Gunther                                                                                                  Rachael Hill 
101 Westover Heights                                                                                  2854 Lake Itawamba Rd.                
Booneville, MS 38829                                                                                   Fulton, MS 38843 
662-643-4210                                                                                                 662-255-6815 
paul.gunther@gmail.com                                                                             kandrhill@gmail.com 

Committees: 
Publicity Chair:                                                                                                Hospitality:                                             Librarian: 
John Byzet                                                                                                         Ann Byzet                                               Nikki Kenney 
1209 Queensgate Dr                                                                                       1209 Queensgate Dr.                            PO Box 808 
Tupelo, MS 38801                                                                                           Tupelo, MS 38801                                  Tupelo, MS 38802 
662-844-9841                                                                                                   662-844-9841                                         662-844-6142 
wa4iax@comcast.net                                                                                      wa4iax@comcast.net                           nmgms@comcast.net   
 
Junior Youth Advisor:                                                                                     Historian: 
Beth Thornton                                                                                                  Rebecca Vallarian                 
104 Grand Ridge Rd.                                                                                        308 Meadowbrook Circle 
Starkville, MS 39759    662-320-9805                                                           Amory, MS 38821    662-256-2040 
bethunderwood78@hotmail.com                                                                 janiegirl@vallarian.com  

Newsletter editor:                                                                                          Membership:   Field Trip Chair: 
Nancy Roberts                                                                                                  Diana Watson   Mike Schuchs 
25 Amber Ln                                                                                                     2312 Hwy 70E   1148 Lake Dr. 
Counce, TN 38326                                                                                           Jackson, TN 38305   Fulton, MS 38843 
731-689-5336                                                                                                  731-427-3946   662-862-3160 
therockhoundlady@yahoo.com                                                                   jodyanddiana@hotmail.com    mike.schuchs@gmail.com  
 
 

 
NMGMS meets the third Saturday of the month (except June, July and August) from 1p.m. to 3p.m. 
at the Lee County Public Library in Tupelo, MS.  Any changes will be posted on the website 
www.nmgms.org, in The Nugget, or on the NMGMS Facebook page.                   
Annual Dues Starting 2019: $15 for a single, $25 for a couple, and $4 each child. 
The North Mississippi Gem and Mineral Society was established in 2001 as a non-profit organization 

dedicated to education and the collection of rocks, minerals, and fossils.  NMGMS became a non-profit corporation in 
December of 2013. NMGMS is a member of the Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc. and is affiliated 
with the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies.  Our organization promotes the educational, scientific, and 
recreational aspects of the hobby in the subjects of mineralogy, geology, paleontology, the lapidary arts, and other areas 
related to the earth sciences.  Through our meeting programs, workshops, field trips, and other club activities, we strive 
to increase the knowledge and skills of our members in these subjects.  We not only share knowledge within our club, 
but we have participated in activities throughout the community.     
The Society’s newsletter, The Nugget, is mailed to members electronically and posted on the website. 
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