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Notes from the President’s Desk…April 2019 
What a really nice birthday NMGMS had last month!  We celebrated the close of our 18th year with a great meeting, 
some interesting displays, delicious refreshments, and an awesome cake. 
A big “THANK YOU” goes to all who brought something to display and to everyone who participated in the Brown Bag 
auction.  It was lots of fun for all ages.  I think we had just as many junior members in attendance as adults!  I would like 
to thank Justin and Beth Thornton for all of their hard work in providing the Rockheads with some very fun and 
educational programs for the junior meetings.  There should be lots of FRA badges earned this year. 
Our 6th annual Fossil Road Show and Geology Fest is just about here, and with the newly added activities, I hope this will 
be one of our best events yet.  Pass the word around; invite your family, neighbors, and friends.  Bring in any specimens 
that you need to have identified.  Here’s your chance to buy a unique geode and have Mike Baldwin, the Geode Cracker, 
reveal the hidden treasures within.  You can “fish” for lovely gemstones and polished rocks, or “dig” for marvelous fossils 
in our NMGMS sandbox.  Watch a flint knapper at work; then take a look at how some wonderful jewelry pieces are 
created.  Make your very own gemtree, or have fun designing a bracelet with some very nice beads.  Peruse the many 
wonderful displays in the museum; then hop over to the bake sale table for dessert!  There will be a lot going on for all 
ages, so I hope to see everyone there. 
Don’t forget our ongoing raffle.  We have some very nice prizes that the winner can choose from.  The drawing will be 
held at the May 18th meeting.  Tickets are just $2 each or 3 for $5.  What a deal!  I would like to propose to the 
membership that we consider using the raffle proceeds to fund scholarships for members to attend classes in the 
lapidary arts.  We could set up a point system like other clubs do.  Anyway, this is something to think about.  NMGMS 
used to award scholarships to members who worked hard and participated in club events.  Since we acquired our 
lapidary room, we have not had an active scholarship program.  
Speaking of our NMGMS lapidary room, I would like to take this opportunity to encourage more of our members to take 
advantage of the workshops that we put together.  Not only do we have fun at these events, but we also learn a lot.  
Whether it be, how to cut a slab, how to solder a copper ring, or do some cold connections.  Workshops are a good place 
to get to know your fellow members better too!  NMGMS has a very talented and knowledgeable group of people, all of 
whom are willing and eager to share their skills.  So, if you are interested and willing to learn, don’t be afraid to sign up; 
take advantage of the room and equipment that NMGMS has.  We are very fortunate that we can continue to offer 
these workshops.  We don’t want the room to be just a storage unit.  If there is something that you’d like to learn, let us 
know.  If you think we should be doing something different, let us know that too.  We all learn from each other; there is 
always room for new ideas and ways of doing things.  Don’t feel like you aren’t skilled enough or knowledgeable enough 
to try something.  Each and every member of NMGMS is a valuable asset and has something to share.  Nancy Roberts 
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Mark Your Calendar!  NMGMS April 6, 2019 Meeting   
Photo by Nancy Roberts 

Our April meeting is early this year.  Meeting is Saturday, April 6, 2019 from 1 to 3pm at the 
Tupelo library.  We will be wrapping up any last minute details for the Fossil Road Show and 
Geology Fest on the 13th, and the program will be making some cute wire rings.  There will be 
beads and stretch cording available for the junior members to make bracelets.  Refreshments 
are pot luck.  Raffle tickets will be available also. 
 

Other Upcoming NMGMS Events: 
April 7, 2019:  NMGMS Lapidary room #136 at the Link Centre will be open at 1pm.  (See page 5 for details) 
April 13, 2019:  Geology Fest and Fossil Road Show, 10a.m.-3p.m. at the ODCM in Tupelo. (See page 4 for details)  
May 4, 2019:  NMGMS Twenty Mile Creek field trip and Rockheads’ cookout (See page 4 for details) 
May 11, 2019:  NMGMS Tab set pendant workshop. (See page 5 for details) 
May 18, 2019:  NMGMS May meeting from 1 to 3pm at the Tupelo library.  Program will be on Caves, given by University 
of Mississippi Professor, Dr. Jennifer Gifford.  
 

Other Upcoming Events: 
April 27th and 28th, 2019:  “The Earth Wide Open”, MAGS rock and gem show at the Agricenter in Memphis, TN.  
NMGMS will set up as an exhibitor. (See page 2 for details)  
June 8, 2019:  Fossil Road Show, 10am to 2pm at the Union County Heritage Museum, New Albany, MS 
 
Show Dates:  
April 27-28, 2019  

Photo by W.C. McDaniel 
Memphis, TN, Memphis Mineral, Fossil, and Jewelry Show 
“The Earth Wide Open” by the Memphis Archaeological and Geological Society 
Location:  Memphis International Agricenter, 7777 Walnut Grove Rd., Memphis, TN 
Saturday, April 27th, 9am-6:00pm, and Sunday, April 28th, 10am-5pm. 
Admission:  Adults $5.00, 2 day pass $8.00, Children 12 and under $2.00, and Scouts in uniform are free.  
Additional information: www.theearthwideopen.com    
 

May 18-19, 2019  
Harrison County Gem & Mineral Society 40th Anniversary Gem, Mineral and Jewelry Show  
Location:  JOPPA Shrine Temple, 13280 Shriners Blvd, Biloxi, MS.   
Saturday, May 18th, 9AM-5PM, and Sunday, May 19th, 9AM-4PM 
Admission:  Adults $5, children (10 and under) free with adult.  
Jewelry, Rocks, Gems, Beads, Fossils, Minerals, Demonstrations, Exhibits, Kid’s Corner, and Door Prizes Hourly  
Discount coupon available:  Facebook: facebook.com/gulfportgems, Website: www.gulfportgems.org  
E-mail: gulfportgems.show[]gmail.com 
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Meeting Program Review: NMGMS March 16th Birthday Party! 
Photo by Nancy Roberts 

At the March 16, 2019 meeting, NMGMS celebrated its 18th birthday.  Members brought in 
items from their collections or lapidary endeavors to show what the club had accomplished 
over the past year.  Specimens from past field trips, as well as some lapidary and jewelry 
items from club workshops were presented for viewing.  We 
also held our annual “Brown Bag” auction; excitement ran 
high as members tried to guess what might be inside of the 
unmarked bags.  There were lots of very pleasant surprises to 

be found when the auction bags were opened.  To top the festivities off, Cassandra Carr 
made another one of her fabulous (as well as delicious!) cakes, plus some wonderful 
cupcakes with “geode” slices for toppings.  Thank you Cassandra! 

       
 

       
 

       
Photos by Bernice Burkeen, Nancy Roberts, and Bryan Jones 
 

NMGMS Participates:     MMNS Fossil Road Show  
Photo by David Dockery 

NMGMS participated as an exhibitor at the Mississippi Museum of Natural Science’s 2019 
Fossil Road Show on March 9th.  Representing our organization were club members 
Robert Langford and Cassandra Carr.  They brought along a variety of fossils for show 
attendees to peruse.  While at the show, Robert had a chance to spend some time with 
David Dockery, registered professional geologist with the Mississippi Department of 
Environmental Quality.  Mr. Dockery was rather impressed when Robert relayed the story 
of how he managed to rescue a copy of the Geology of Mississippi from the flood waters 
that had invaded the Langford’s Saltillo home during the torrential rains of late February. 
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NMGMS Geology Fest and Fossil Road Show 
Show flyer by Rae Mathis 

The North Mississippi Gem and Mineral Society Fossil Road Show and Geology Fest, 
April 13, 2019 from 10am to 3pm at the Oren Dunn City Museum in Tupelo.  Admission to the 
museum for this event is $2 per person, ages 4 and up.  Activities tickets are $1 each or 6 for $5.  
There will be fun activities for the kids, demonstrations, “make and take” projects, plus many rock, 
mineral, and fossil displays.  Bring your rocks and fossils for identification.  George Phillips, 
paleontologist with the Mississippi Museum of Natural Science will be present to identify your fossil 
finds, and registered geologist, Robert Langford will be on hand to answer any questions and help 
with identifications.  There will also be some rock, mineral, and jewelry vendors, as well as the 
Geode Cracker at this event.   

 
Photo by Nancy Roberts 

April 13, 2019 at the ODCM in Tupelo 
Activities at this event include: the spin and win, rock and fossil dig, fishing game, 
bean bag toss, making gem trees, making bead bracelets, face painting, fossil 
rubbings, bake sale, flint knapping, and jewelry demonstrations.  We will need 
NMGMS members to man each of these activities, as well as, the club information 
table.  Ticket takers will also be needed, and we hope that all of the Rockheads can 
participate and help out.  We will need two volunteers per station. (1 volunteer 
needs to be an adult)  The NMGMS club table will be selling grab bags and tickets 
for the other activities.  We need everyone’s help and participation in order to 

make this a great event.  Sign- up sheet will be available at the April 6th meeting, or email 
therockhoundlady@yahoo.com  if you have not already volunteered.  
Volunteers need to be at the museum no later than 9a.m. on Saturday April 13th.   The museum opens at 8am. 

Upcoming NMGMS Field Trip:   
May 4, 2019    Twenty Mile Creek field trip and Rockheads’ cookout 
Photo of ID Station by Jim Roberts   

Put on your water shoes, grab your sieves and buckets, and let's get out there for those 
shark teeth and have a splash of a good time too!  
On Saturday May 4, 2019, the NMGMS Rockheads will sponsor a field trip to the 
famous Frankstown “Shark Tooth” site (the W. M. Browning Cretaceous Fossil Park), 
which is located on Twenty Mile Creek in Prentiss County, Mississippi.  We will meet at 
the Site at 10:00 a.m.  Parking is on the eastern side of US Highway 45 in the flat grassy 

area just off of the side road and includes under the bridge.  We will be sifting through the creek’s sand and gravel for 
shark teeth and other small Cretaceous fossils.  Be prepared to get wet; you will be down in the creek, so you need to be 
able to go down the bank and get in the water.  Bring a screening device, like a colander, sieve, or homemade screen 
made out of hardware cloth and a wooden frame.  Also, you will need a small garden trowel or scoop, plus small plastic 
jars with tight fitting lids, Ziploc bags, or pill bottles, to use as storage containers for the fossils.  There are no facilities 
here.  Be sure to bring plenty of drinking water, a hat, sunscreen, a towel, and dry clothes to change into. This is a wild 
site, so watch for poison ivy on the banks and snakes at all times.  You will find many different kinds of teeth here, shark, 
ray, bony fish, Mosasaurs, and crocodile; also some vertebrae, turtle bone, scoots, petrified wood, and lots more.  Many 
of the teeth are good sized, but most are very small, so be sure to check out anything that is black and shiny!  
 
Lunch: The Rockheads will be cooking hot dogs.  There will also be chips, cookies, and lemonade, all for the small 
donation of $2.  What a deal!  Please bring your own chair.  So come on out to support our Rockheads, and have a great 
time too! 
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Upcoming NMGMS Field Trip:  Alabama Gold Camp 
Photo by Nancy Roberts 

NMGMS field trip to the Alabama Gold Camp has been scheduled for Memorial Day 
Weekend, May 25th – 26th.  All junior members (Rockheads) are especially urged to 
attend, since this will fulfill part of the requirements for the "Gold Panning and 
Prospecting" FRA badge.  There is plenty of information on the camp's website: 
http://www.alabamagoldcamp.com/home .   
If you plan on staying in one of the cabins, reservations must be made at least a week 
in advance.  (Fees:$75 per night for a cabin, $25 for an RV site).  They do not take 
reservations for the campsites.  Day passes are $5 per adult, kids 11 and under are 

free.  Since Memorial Weekend may be a popular time, you should make reservations as soon as possible.  The nearest 
motel is in Lineville, but it has terrible reviews.  There are plenty of motels east and south of Birmingham, but would 
involve a longer drive to the camp.  
NMGMS made a field trip to the gold camp in 2016, and everyone had a fabulous time.  This is a fun trip; check out the 
Gold Camp’s Facebook page for lots of reviews, pictures, and videos.   
Let me know if you are planning to attend.  Please make your own reservations.  Nancy Roberts 
 
More Upcoming NMGMS Events:  Club Workshops 
Photo by Jim Roberts 

Lapidary Workshop, April 7, 2019 
Our NMGMS lapidary room #136 at the Link Centre in Tupelo will be open on 
Sunday, April 7, 2019 at 1p.m. for those members interested.  There are two 
large slab saws and a 10 inch saw available, as well as two trim saws and three 
cab machines.  Bring some stones that you would like to slab.  We have a box of 
slabs that you can "play" with, if you don't have any of your own.  
The cabochon machines are available for those members certified to use them.  

Beginners are welcome!  Jim Roberts and Paul Gunther will be on hand to help with the saws and to get members 
certified to use the equipment.  Lapidary fee: $1 per cut with the 12 or 10 inch saws, $2 an hour on the cab machine 
and trim saw. 
Please email therockhoundlady@yahoo.com, or latergator2003@yahoo.com, if you plan to attend.  Junior members 
must be accompanied by a parent or sponsor.  
 
Photo by Nancy Roberts 

Tab Set Pendant Workshop, May 11, 2019 
If you would like to learn a “cold connections” method of setting a cabochon and get some 
practice using a jeweler’s saw, then this workshop is for you.  Come join us for some exciting 
metalsmithing at the Link Centre in Tupelo on Saturday, May 11th, upstairs in the conference 
room from 10a.m. until 4p.m.  You will learn some essential metalsmithing techniques; as well as 
work with a couple of new tools.  In this class, you will be working with base metal sheet, copper, 
brass, or nickel silver.  Techniques involved are:  designing a base for the stone and tab 
placement, sawing out the shape and tabs, texturing, filing, sanding, making a bail, riveting the 
bail to the base, applying a patina, and setting the stone.  There will be some stones available, or 

bring your own favorite one.  The cab does not have to be a “standard “shape, just a flat backed stone.  The class is 
limited to 10 students (NMGMS has 10 saws and bench pins, but you are welcome to bring your own, if you have one), 
so sign up early.  The $20 class fee includes all materials and use of the tools. 
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Field Trip Reviews:  Collecting Quartz Crystals in Mt. Ida, AR 
Photo by Nancy Roberts 

The moral of this story is, “Don’t let the weather forecast stop you from making an 
NMGMS field trip”.  The forecast for the weekend of our March spring break trip over to 
Mt. Ida looked bleak, rain every day.  However, we did not let that stop us from going.  
Sure enough, it rained like the dickens early Saturday morning, but by the time we got to 
our collecting site and signed in, the rain stopped and the sun came out.  The Twin Creek 
Crystal Mine is so sandy, that we weren’t knee deep in mud at all.  The rain washed a lot of 
the dirt off, so when the sun came out, it was very easy to pick the crystals off of the 

surface; they sparkled everywhere!  The day warmed up, and it was perfect!   Everyone loved the place and had a 
wonderful time.  Bobby and Shelby were so nice and very helpful.  We hated to leave, but by 3:30, our buckets were 
pretty full, and our backs were tired.  Our group went out for pizzas after we got cleaned up.                       Photo by Jim Roberts 

Had more rain during the night, so the site for our Sunday collecting was 
muddy, but we still were finding lots of individual crystal points.  Was cloudy all 
day, but no rain!  We did the Jim Coleman site called Miller Mountain on 
Sunday, and they are starting to work this mine again.  We heard that 2 new 
sections are being opened up, so be sure to put Miller Mountain on your list, if 
you make a trip over there. 

 Photo by Nancy Roberts  

 

After two days of rockhounding, we were ready for a big cookout.  The Royal Oak Inn has a 
nice outdoor patio with a covered picnic table and a gas grill.  We got steaks, hamburgers, 
hotdogs, and fixin’s at the local grocery store (Bob’s Food City is fantastic!).  Boy, that food 
never tasted so good!  The company was great too! 
Some of our group had decided to make a trip down to the Crater of Diamonds State Park 
on Monday, and naturally, it was raining when we got up.  So we headed out to the Mt. 

Ida Café for a nice hot breakfast and enjoyed pancakes, eggs, biscuits, and bacon while we waited for the rain to stop.  It 
did, and the sun came out.  We made the beautiful drive along the Caddo River Valley to the park in about an hour and 
arrived at 10am.  We no longer had enough for our group rate reservation, but it is still a pretty good deal to get in.  One 
thing we did find out however, if it has rained recently, there’s no way you can sift that dirt.  You can dig up a bucketful 
of heavy mud and clay, take it over to the sluice tanks to wash, and then sift the 
tailings.  We tried a few buckets of dirt, but we didn’t have much luck.  The water 
was cold!  Supposedly a few diamonds were found that morning.  There was a 
pretty good crowd out at the park that day too.  We quit at lunch time and had a 
“tailgate” lunch out in the parking lot.  We headed home after lunch and made the 
6 hour drive home without incident.  We had a great weekend, but there’s nothing 
like your own bed!  Nancy Roberts                                                         Photo by Jim Roberts 

            
                                                                                                                                                                                                                     Field trip photos by Jim and Nancy Roberts 
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Collecting Quartz Crystals in Mt. Ida, AR….. 
Photo by Nancy Roberts 

We had a great time on our quartz crystal mining trip to Mt. Ida, Arkansas with Nancy, Jim, and 
the rest of the group.  On our first day, we went to Twin Creek Crystal Mine.  It was very 
muddy in some spots due to the rain, but the rain had made it fairly easy to spot the crystals. 
Some of the areas were difficult to get to due to the steep 
climb.  An employee at the mine named Shelby was very helpful 
in showing you where to look.  We found some very nice 

crystals at Twin Creek.  The next day, we went to the Jim Coleman Miller Mt. Mine.  This 
mine was not as large as Twin Creek.  It took us a minute to focus on what we were 
looking for, but eventually we were able to find the crystals.  Jonas, my 16 year old son, 
found his nicest quartz at Jim Coleman.  We were very glad to be a part of this trip. 
Unfortunately, we had to head back home Monday and were unable to go to the Crater 
of Diamonds State Park.  Submitted by Leslie Lane                                                                                               Photo by Nancy Roberts 

       
Field trip photos by Jim and Nancy Roberts 
 

Bead Soup:  “Nifty Trick of the Day – Pickle Tip”, by Dorothy Bourne. 
This handy tip for keeping very small items together while placing them in a pickle pot originally appeared in Rena 
Klingenberg’s “Jewelry Making Journal”, issue #345, February 12, 2019:  https://jewelrymakingjournal.com/svbtekwa345/ 

Photo by Dorothy Bourne 

To easily retrieve small pieces of metal from a pickle pot, use dollar store strainers with plastic 
netting at the bottom.  Cut off the handle and extra tabs so you are just left with the cup part of 
the strainer. 
After placing your small pieces that need to be pickled into the strainer, place the whole cup into 
the pickle pot.  When your pieces are clean, simply retrieve the whole cup and place it into the 
baking soda/water rinse.  No more chasing little pieces around the bottom of a pickle pot with 
those copper tongs!                                                         Note: original article edited by Nancy Roberts 

Nikki Kenney had a similar idea using a nylon coffee filter basket:  See The Nugget, Vol. 16, issue 4, page 5. 

Oren Dunn City Museum Display:    “Stones and Bones” 
Photo by Nancy Roberts 

Our “Stones and Bones” display at the ODCM is slated to end April 18, 2019.  We will 
commence the take down on Tuesday, April 23rd.  If you are available to help, please 
come.  We will start at 10am and should be finished that afternoon.  Any items that were 
on loan for this display will be returned at the May 18th meeting. 
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NMGMS Junior Members 
 
Rockheads                                       April 2019  

Mascot by Remy Collins                                                                                                                                                          www.amfed.org/fra/ fra_badge.htm 

Rockhead Officers for 2019:                                                                                 Adult Youth Advisor for 2019: 
President, Liam Langford                                                                         Beth Thornton, bethunderwood78@hotmail.com  
Vice President, Alex Rogers                                                                                                                                                      
Secretary, Julia Williamson 
 

Rockheads March 16, 2019 Meeting:   
FRA Earth in Space Badge 
At our March Rockheads’ meeting, we put flour and cinnamon in a bucket 
and dropped marbles into it. The marbles represented asteroids hitting the 
earth and making craters.  Submitted by Julia Williamson 

Image from the AFMS website 
 
                                                                                                                                            Photo by Bernice Burkeen 

                          

                        
                           Photos by Bernice Burkeen 

Next Rockhead Meeting: April 6, 2019  
At the next NMGMS meeting, the Rockheads will finish up the last requirements for the Earth in Space 
badge.  They will then start on the Gold Panning and Prospecting badge.                   Image from the AFMS website  
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Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc. News: 

SFMS Executive Meeting Information: 
May 17-19, 2019, Suwannee River Music Park, 3076 95th Drive, Live Oak, FL 32060 
Schedule of events: 
Friday, May 17th, 8-10 am, Rockhound Roundup Setup; 10 am–5 pm, Rockhound Roundup; 

7 pm, Cracker Barrel - Pickin’ Shed in the Park, an informal meet and greet social 
Saturday, May 18, 8-10 am, Rockhound Roundup Setup; 8:30 am, Registration and check in for Executive meeting- 
Pickin’ Shed in the park; 9:00 am, Executive Meeting; 10:00 am – 5 pm, Rockhound Roundup 
Sunday, May 19, 8-10 am, Rockhound Roundup Setup; 10 am – 5 pm, Rockhound Roundup 
The Park has cabins, RV sites and Camping sites. If you want to stay there, call Carol Walker at (386)365-0700 for 
reservations, leave a message if necessary.  Identify yourself as with the SFMS Roundup.  You may also reserve online at 
www.musicliveshere.com, or call (386)364-1683.  There are also hotels in the area, listed on the “Directions” page of the 
Park website.  
 
Minutes of the March 2019 Executive Meeting of the Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies, March 2, 2019 in 
St. Petersburg, FL are available in the April issue of The Lodestar 
http://www.amfed.org/sfms/_pdf/Lodestar%20April%202019.pdf 
Visit www.sfmsworkshops.org website for information on SFMS workshops at William Holland and Wildacres; find class 
descriptions, instructors, dates, fees, registration forms, etc.  For questions, contact Kristine@kmarella.com, or call 863-
640-2887   

                     Editor’s Note:  Federation news is obtained from the SFMS newsletter and website. 
   The SFMS Newsletter, the Lodestar, is available for all members to read on line.   http://www.amfed.org/sfms/ 

American Federation of Mineralogical Societies News: 
There is an interesting article by Sue Webb, BEAC in the February-March 2019 issue of the AFMS 
newsletter.  Sue talks about how we editors are challenged with getting fellow club members to submit 
written material to our newsletters.  She mentions how journalists use six little questions to get their 
articles off to a good start; who, what, when, where, why, and how.  The questions, “Who and What”, 

got me thinking about something that was mentioned a long time ago, that we should feature a member bio each 
month.  We all would like to learn more about our fellow members.  Things like, who got you interested in rocks or 
fossils, who taught you something related to the club’s interests, who is an outstanding member, or what do you like to 
do in the club, what interests you, what would you like to know more about, etc.  These are all good starting points for a 
short newsletter article.  So I challenge everyone in NMGMS to either write something about you, or interview a fellow 
member and submit it to The Nugget.  We all would like to hear!  Nancy Roberts 
                              For more AFMS Federation news, please check out their website:  http://www.amfed.org/    
                                             The AFMS Newsletter is available for all members to read on line. 

NMGMS Club News:    
Congratulations to NMGMS member Paul Gunther for a stupendous job on our club website.  Paul entered the SFMS 
2019 Website Contest this year and took a second place win!  The results are as follows: 1st place, Gem & Mineral 
Society/Virginia Peninsula, Holly Worsham, 94.25 points; 2nd place, N. Mississippi GMS, Paul Gunther, 92.50 points; 3rd 
place, Mobile Rock & Gem Society, Michael Peterson, 91.00 points; 4th place, Mississippi Gulf Coast, Barbie Beatty, 
88.75 points; 5th place, Canaveral GMS, Sharon Jones, 86.00 points.  Nice job Paul! 
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NMGMS Meeting Minutes:   

NMGMS Meeting Minutes                        Date:  March 16, 2019 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by the Rockheads. 
Introduced guests and new members…                                             
Motion to approve the February 9, 2019 meeting minutes as printed in the March 2019 Nugget.  
Seconded and approved.      

Treasurer’s Report:  Closing Balance as of ____3/12/19_was given by Nancy Roberts____________ 
Chairpersons’ Reports:  
Field Trips:  There is a DMC field trip hosted by GMS on April 6th and 7th for granite gneiss and agate.  If you are 
interested in going, let me know.  Registration is required.  DMC field trips are for members only.  Do we have an April 
date for a field trip to the Trebloc lime pit? 
The Rockheads’ field trip and cookout at Twenty Mile Creek will be on Saturday May 4th.   
(See email for details).   
Publicity: (John Byzet)  All members need to start spreading the word about our April 13th Geology Fest and Fossil Road 
Show at the ODCM.  The event flyers are available, so please take a few and post them around town or wherever you 
can.  Post a copy to your social media too!  
Membership: (Diana Watson) Members who have not renewed are now delinquent and will no longer be receiving 
email notices for field trips or workshops.  Diana will be compiling the club’s 2019 roster.  We have 105 members to 
date; that’s down from 132 last year at this time. 
Hospitality:  Our hospitality committee would appreciate donations of plates, cups, napkins, and plastic ware for the 
refreshment table.  Monetary donations are welcome.  
Website:  (Paul Gunther) You can pay your dues via PayPal on the club website or to nmgms2001@gmail.com. Please 
add $1 to cover the fee we are charged.  Old website can be found at http://old.nmgms.org 
Check us out at www.nmgms.org    
Newsletter:  (Nancy Roberts) Robert Langford is going to take over as newsletter editor starting with the September 
issue of The Nugget.  Please consider writing a review for a field trip, workshop or club meeting that you have attended.  
The deadline for newsletter submissions is the second Friday of the month.  Email anything for The Nugget to:  
therockhoundlady@yahoo.com.  Also, please submit any photos that you take at our events and meetings.     
Youth Members:   (Beth Thornton) The Rockheads are completing the Earth in Space badge and will work on the gold 
badge next. 
Historian:  (Rebecca Vallarian) If you have any 2018 or 2019 club memorabilia please give it to Rebecca.  
 
Geology Fest and Fossil Road Show: (Nancy Roberts, John Byzet, and Rebecca Vallarian) We will have a “bake sale” table 
at this event, so please consider baking cookies, brownies, or other sweets that will hold up without refrigeration and 
are easy to dispense.  We will be preparing lunches for the workers and vendors that day.  All volunteers need to be at 
the museum between 8-9AM. 
Safety & Lapidary Workshop Chairman:  (Mike Schuchs) Jim Roberts and Paul Gunther will be in charge of the lapidary 
workroom.  If you have any comments, questions, or suggestions about the room or equipment, see either of them.  The 
Genie machine is “out of Order” at present, so we will not be hosting cabbing demos at the Geology Fest.  
 
Minutes continued on page 11. 
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NMGMS Meeting Minutes cont’d:   
NMGMS Meeting Minutes                        Date:  March 16, 2019 
 
Old Business:  
1. Gem Trees:  Hope Spencer, Krista Williamson      Lunches:  Barbara Burleson and Ann Byzet 
Ticket/grab bag sales: Rachael Hill, Ann and John Byzet    Fossil Rubbings:  Rebecca Vallarian, Jim Roberts 
Spin and Win:  Barbara Burleson and Dawson Jenkins Bean Bag Toss:  Hunter and Diana Watson  
Fishing Game:  Beth Thornton, Sydney and Amelia       Fossil Dig: Reece Hill, Liam Langford, Keith Hill 
Face painting: Cassandra Carr and Vicky Langford     Stretch Bracelets: Laney Hill, Maya Spencer,__________ 
Jewelry Demos: Nikki Kenney and Cheryle Langford    Cabochon Demos: Paul Gunther 
Bake Sale: Elizabeth Hill,________________ Flint Knapping Demos:  Randy Burleson and Alex Rogers 
Fluorescent Minerals: Mike Schuchs 
Note:  Will need someone to take over the spin and win when Barbara goes to make the lunches.  Diana Watson 
volunteered. 
We will set up as much as we can on Friday, April 12th. Volunteers to help on Friday:  Nikki and Cheryle volunteered.  
Members manning the event need to be at the museum no later than 9am on Saturday, April 13th.  Come earlier, if you 
can, to help with any final setups.  Museum opens at 8a.m. 
Is there any other old business?  No other old business. 
 
New Business:  

1. The lapidary workshop room can be open on Saturday, March 30th at 10am, or Sunday, March31, 2019 at 1pm.  
How many are interested and for which day?  We’ll only have it open one of those days, depending on amount of 
interest. 

 
2.  The April meeting will be on April 6, 2019 at the Tupelo library from 1 to 3p.m.  Note: meeting date was changed, 
since Easter weekend fell on the third weekend of the month this year.  We will be making wire rings.  Kids will do a 
beaded stretch bracelet.   
 
3. NMGMS will set up as an exhibitor at the Memphis rock and gem show the weekend of April 27th and 28th.  This is a 
good opportunity for us to promote the club, to demonstrate some of our jewelry making skills, and to sell some of our 
donated jewelry items.  Volunteers to work at the club table are: _Jim and Nancy Roberts__ 
4.  We are going to hold a raffle!  Several prizes have been chosen; and we need to narrow it down to one.  The tickets 
are $2 each or 3 for $5.  We thought to hold the drawing at the museum on the 13th of April, but due to the short 
amount of time, we will hold the drawing at our May 18, 2019 meeting.  You do not need to be present to win.  (Pass out 
the tickets for members to sell)  We have chosen to do winners choice.  The winner will get their pick from a fossil coral 
with crystals, fluorite, or an enameled jewelry set. 
Is there any other new business?  No other new business.  
***Reminder:   Please return the name tags to the basket before you leave.        Motion to Adjourn…….      
Motion to adjourn was made by Jim Roberts and seconded by Diana Watson. 
 
Meeting minutes submitted by Krista Williamson 
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NMGMS   2019 Officers:  
President:                                                                                                       Secretary: 
Nancy Roberts                                                                                                Krista Williamson 
25 Amber Lane                                                                                               2012 Fillmore Dr. 
Counce, TN 38326                                                                                         Tupelo, MS 38801 
731-689-5336                                                                                                 662-252-9734 
therockhoundlady@yahoo.com                                                                 kristawilliamson2008@yahoo.com 
 
Vice-President/Webmaster:                                                                      Treasurer: 
Paul Gunther                                                                                                  Rachael Hill 
101 Westover Heights                                                                                  2854 Lake Itawamba Rd.                
Booneville, MS 38829                                                                                   Fulton, MS 38843 
662-643-4210                                                                                                 662-255-6815 
paul.gunther@gmail.com                                                                             kandrhill@gmail.com 

Committees: 
Publicity Chair:                                                                                                Hospitality:                                             Librarian: 
John Byzet                                                                                                         Ann Byzet                                               Nikki Kenney 
1209 Queensgate Dr                                                                                       1209 Queensgate Dr.                            PO Box 808 
Tupelo, MS 38801                                                                                           Tupelo, MS 38801                                  Tupelo, MS 38802 
662-844-9841                                                                                                   662-844-9841                                         662-844-6142 
wa4iax@comcast.net                                                                                      wa4iax@comcast.net                           nmgms@comcast.net   
 

Junior Youth Advisor:                                                                                     Historian: 
Beth Thornton                                                                                                  Rebecca Vallarian                 
104 Grand Ridge Rd.                                                                                        308 Meadowbrook Circle 
Starkville, MS 39759    662-320-9805                                                           Amory, MS 38821    662-256-2040 
bethunderwood78@hotmail.com                                                                 janiegirl@vallarian.com  

Newsletter editor:                                                                                          Membership:   Field Trip Chair: 
Nancy Roberts                                                                                                  Diana Watson   Mike Schuchs 
25 Amber Ln                                                                                                     2312 Hwy 70E   1148 Lake Dr. 
Counce, TN 38326                                                                                           Jackson, TN 38305   Fulton, MS 38843 
731-689-5336                                                                                                  731-427-3946   662-862-3160 
therockhoundlady@yahoo.com                                                                   jodyanddiana@hotmail.com    mike.schuchs@gmail.com  
 
 

 
NMGMS meets the third Saturday of the month (except June, July and August) from 1p.m. to 3p.m. 
at the Lee County Public Library in Tupelo, MS.  Any changes will be posted on the website 
www.nmgms.org, in The Nugget, or on the NMGMS Facebook page.                   
Annual Dues Starting 2019: $15 for a single, $25 for a couple, and $4 each child. 
The North Mississippi Gem and Mineral Society was established in 2001 as a non-profit organization 

dedicated to education and the collection of rocks, minerals, and fossils.  NMGMS became a non-profit corporation in 
December of 2013. NMGMS is a member of the Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc. and is affiliated 
with the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies.  Our organization promotes the educational, scientific, and 
recreational aspects of the hobby in the subjects of mineralogy, geology, paleontology, the lapidary arts, and other areas 
related to the earth sciences.  Through our meeting programs, workshops, field trips, and other club activities, we strive 
to increase the knowledge and skills of our members in these subjects.  We not only share knowledge within our club, 
but we have participated in activities throughout the community.     
The Society’s newsletter, The Nugget, is mailed to members electronically and posted on the website. 
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