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Notes from the President’s Desk…..March 2019
Happy 18th birthday NMGMS!
I am looking forward to celebrating the completion of another great year for our organization. Last year we had an
awesome cake and some really nice surprises in the brown bag auction, so I’m betting we will have another super
birthday party. We have a lot to celebrate! The North Mississippi Gem and Mineral Society had some fantastic
programs, field trips, and workshops during the year, and we hope to be able to continue providing our membership
with these wonderful, fun learning experiences.

There are a lot of new faces among our membership this year, so let’s all make the new members feel welcome and
show them what a great group they have joined. We have increased our junior memberships too, so we need all of the
adult members to help out with the Rockheads whenever you can. Share your enthusiasm for rocks, fossils, or whatever
interests you with the young members of NMGMS. You will be amazed at how fast the juniors absorb information,
especially when we make it fun and interesting. Their excitement over some new discovery can be very catching! You
may not feel like you are expert enough, but trust me; all of us have some talent, interest, or knowledge that we can
share with all of our membership, not just the juniors.
Thanks to Rae Mathis’s hard work, we now have a flyer for our 2019 Geology Fest and Fossil Road Show at the Oren
Dunn City Museum. Please pick up a few copies at our March 16th meeting and post them around. Spread the word to
your friends, families, church, and whatever other organizations you participate in. Also, consider signing up to help
with the setup and to man the activities that we will be holding at this event on April 13th. We have added more
activities this year, so we need everyone’s participation. This show is one of our biggest community events; it’s a great
way to let people know something about what we do and are interested in. It also gives us the chance to meet other
rock and fossil enthusiasts, and it provides an opportunity to work closely with the museum. It’s a fun event for all
involved. Let’s make this year’s show the best yet.

It was brought up at our last board meeting that we could hold a raffle. Several prizes have been chosen; they will be
available for viewing at the March meeting. The tickets will also be available; they are $2 each or 3 for $5. We thought
to hold the drawing at the museum on the 13th of April, but due to the short amount of time, we will hold the drawing at
our May 18, 2019 meeting. You do not need to be present to win.

I would like to encourage everyone to bring something to display at our yearly “Show and Tell” meeting this coming
Saturday. I’m sure our members have lots of things that have been collected or made over the past year. Let’s show our
new members all of the exciting things they can learn and do, now that they are a part of NMGMS. All of us would like
to see what our fellow NMGMS members have accomplished, so let’s give this birthday meeting a good showing!
Nancy Roberts
www.nmgms.org
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Mark Your Calendar! NMGMS March 16, 2019 Meeting
Photo by Nancy Roberts

March 12, 2019

The NMGMS March 16, 2019 meeting will be held at the Lee County Library from 1 to 3p.m.
It's our 18th annual birthday party! This is the time when we “show off” what we have been working
on over the past year. All members are asked to bring in something to display. It can be a part of
your rock, mineral, or fossil collection, your lapidary/ beading work, or just something interesting that
you may have picked up in your summer travels.
This is your chance to “shine” and share with everyone your interests, talents, and expertise!

We will also hold our “Brown Bag” silent auction at this meeting. Members are asked to bring two
items, each one packaged in its own paper bag. One item is to be a “nice” rock and gem related item (not absolute), and
the other item can be silly, funny, or cute, (kind of “white elephant”) but no garbage, please! These bags will be set out
on the table for silent bidding during the meeting. If the item is more appropriate for a junior member, please mark the
bag with “boy” or “girl”. We have always had some really nice surprises, and this is lots of fun, especially with the
younger members. Refreshments are "pot luck", so members are asked to bring something.

Other Upcoming NMGMS Events:

April 6, 2019: NMGMS April meeting from 1-3pm at the Tupelo Library, program: making fun wire rings. ***

April 13, 2019: Geology Fest and Fossil Road Show, 10a.m.-3p.m. at the ODCM in Tupelo. (See page 2 & 5 for details)
May 4, 2019: NMGMS Twenty Mile Creek field trip and Rockheads’ cookout (See page 8 for details)
**Note! The April meeting date is changed due to Easter falling on the third weekend of the month.

Show Dates:

March 23, 2019
Huntsville Gem & Mineral Society’s Annual Fund Raiser Auction, Location: Jaycee Building, 2180 Airport Rd,

Huntsville AL 35801. The preview starts at 9am, and the auction starts promptly at 10am. Admission and parking are
free. All are welcome! More information at, https://huntsvillegms.org/fundraising-auction/

April 13, 2019

Photo by Nancy Roberts

The North Mississippi Gem and Mineral Society Fossil Road Show and Geology Fest,
April 13, 2019 from 10am to 3pm at the Oren Dunn City Museum in Tupelo. Admission to
the museum for this event is $2 per person, ages 4 and up. Activities tickets are $1 each
or 6 for $5. There will be fun activities for the kids, demonstrations, “make and take”
projects, plus many rock, mineral, and fossil displays. Bring your rocks and fossils for
identification. George Phillips, paleontologist with the Mississippi Museum of Natural
Science will be present to identify your fossil finds, and registered geologist, Robert
Langford will be on hand to answer any questions and help with identifications. There will
also be some rock, mineral, and jewelry vendors, as well as the Geode Cracker at this event.

April 27-28, 2019

Photo by W.C. McDaniel

Memphis, TN, Memphis Mineral, Fossil, and Jewelry Show
“The Earth Wide Open” by the Memphis Archaeological and Geological Society
Location: Memphis International Agricenter, 7777 Walnut Grove Rd., Memphis, TN
Saturday, April 27th, 9am-6:00pm, and Sunday, April 28th, 10am-5pm.
Admission: Adults $5.00, 2 day pass $8.00, Children 12 and under $2.00, and Scouts in uniform are free.
Additional information: www.theearthwideopen.com
www.nmgms.org
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Meeting Program Review: February’s Mineral Identification Program
Photo by Nancy Roberts

Hunter and I really enjoyed the mineral identification activity at the February
meeting. After having heard many times about "hardness, streak, etc.", it was
great to be able to finally try and determine those properties on our own. Those
properties made so much more sense once we got to see them in action and
figure them out on our own! Dr. Julie Retrum was great to work with, and she
provided so many different mineral specimens, that by the end, we actually were
starting to get the hang of it.
Submitted by Diana Watson

Photo by Krista Williamson

Photos by Nancy Roberts

Field Trip Review: “NMGMS Trip to the Tennessee River”
Photo by Jim Roberts

On February 2, 2019, several members of NMGMS met at the Pickwick
Dam in Counce,TN to fossil hunt. Nancy and Jim Roberts were there to
help us new members identify fossils and rocks. With pail in hand, little
Sophia Gunther searched along with her dad, Paul. Robert Langford and
wife Cheryle brought their grandson Liam. Randy and I brought grandsons
Alex Rogers and Dawson Jenkins. The Tennessee River was below flood
stage, so it was fresh pickings. We searched all morning, finding trilobites,
cephalopods, geodes, and crinoids. We lunched at the shoreline parking
lot on the picnic lunches that we had brought along. The day was warm
and sunny, so everyone had a great time. Submitted by Barbara Burleson
Photos by Jim Roberts

Trilobite photo by Randy Burleson

www.nmgms.org
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Workshop Review: Copper Brazing Workshop
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Photo by Nancy Roberts

On Saturday February 16, 2019, NMGMS members had the opportunity to learn a technique
called “brazing”. Brazing, like soldering, is a way to join two pieces of metal together.
Members used copper wire, a copper/silver/phosphorus brazing rod,
and a butane torch to create prongs and a setting for capturing a
variety of interestingly shaped stones, from cabochons to pieces of
geodes. No two settings were alike; participants’ creativity was able to
be expressed depending on the stone they had chosen to work with.
Everyone found that brazing went faster than soldering because you
could do multiple joins at the same time, and the joins didn’t have to
be as precise or clean as for regular soldering. Later in the afternoon, members were given the
chance to try using copper wire solder and make a few “stack” rings using a more traditional
soldering technique. Submitted by Nancy Roberts
Photos by Nancy Roberts

Lapidary Workshop Review: NMGMS February Workshop by Jim Roberts
Photo by Nancy Roberts

The Thornton family showed up at the club's February 16th lapidary workshop. Amelia
and Sydney brought some stones that they wanted to slice into slabs, and everyone
wanted some lessons on cabochon making. First, Jim Roberts went over some safety
rules; then he instructed the kids and adults in the use of the
various rock saws and cab machines. Once everyone was certified
to use the equipment, the fun began. At various times we had the
big rock saw, the trim saw, and one of the cab machines humming.
By the end of the day, we had a very nice looking slab from the
rock they had brought, and a few cabochons were well on the way to being completed. Thanks go
to club member Paul Gunther who came down for a few minutes from the upstairs NMGMS
copper brazing class to give some helpful tips on cabbing. Paul attended a week long course on
cabochons at William Holland, so he is the club's “go-to” person for cabs. I want to encourage
club members to take advantage of our lapidary workroom at the Link Centre. We try to have it
open a few Saturdays each month, and we are always willing to try to accommodate special
requests for other opening times.
Photos by Jim Roberts

www.nmgms.org
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Time to Renew Your Membership!

2019 is rolling along, and if you have not yet renewed your NMGMS membership, please do; you don’t
want to be overdue! Our club has a lot to offer, so please consider renewing in order to remain on the
club roster and eligible for our field trips, workshops, etc. Each and every member is important to our
organization, and we would hate to lose even one of you!
Our club treasurer will be available to collect your dues at our meetings, or you can make checks
payable to NMGMS ($15 single, $25 couple, and $4 per child) and mail them along with an application
form to: NMGMS, P.O. Box 1445, Tupelo, MS 38802. You can also pay your dues with PayPal from our club website, or
to nmgms2001@gmail.com. An application form is located on our club website: www.nmgms.org

Lapidary Equipment:

We ordered a new capacitor for the Genie machine and Jim Roberts installed it
on February 16 . Unfortunately, the new capacitor did not solve the overheating problem. Until we can get the
machine fixed, the Genie is “out of service”.
th

NMGMS Geology Fest and Fossil Road Show
Flyer by Rae Mathis

April 13, 2019 at the ODCM in Tupelo

Activities at this event include: the spin and win, rock and fossil dig, fishing game, bean bag
toss, making gem trees, making bead bracelets, face painting, fossil rubbings, bake sale, flint
knapping and jewelry demonstrations, and fluorescent minerals. We will need NMGMS
members to man each of these activities, as well as, the club information table. Ticket takers
will also be needed, and we hope that all of the Rockheads can participate and help out. We
will need two volunteers per station. (1 volunteer needs to be an adult) The NMGMS club table
will be selling grab bags and tickets for the other activities. We need everyone’s help and
participation in order to make this a great event. Sign- up sheet will be available at the March
16th meeting, or email therockhoundlady@yahoo.com to volunteer.
Volunteers need to be at the museum at 9a.m. on Saturday April 13th!

Oren Dunn City Museum Display: “Stones and Bones”
Photo by Nancy Roberts

The NMGMS display at the Oren Dunn City Museum in Tupelo is finished and open to
the public. Club members worked for three days at the museum getting the displays
organized, installed in the cases, labeled, and all signs and information up. It’s hard
work, but lots of fun too for everyone who helps out. You learn a lot when you help
unpack the specimens and label them. This year, we are featuring our “USA Rocks!”
display. Thru the efforts of our members, we have managed to gather up a rock from
each of the 50 states! How’s that for a collection! We are also showcasing fossils
from several northeast Mississippi counties, as well as a marvelous display of rocks
and minerals. Our Rockhead members have a display case too, and there is a large
case of handcrafted jewelry items that represent the different lapidary workshops that we hold. Plan a trip out to the
museum to check out our display and enjoy the diverse collection. I guarantee you will learn something!
Submitted by Nancy Roberts
www.nmgms.org
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NMGMS Junior Members
Rockheads

March 2019

Mascot by Remy Collins

www.amfed.org/fra/ fra_badge.htm

Rockhead Officers for 2019:

Adult Youth Advisor for 2019:
Beth Thornton, bethunderwood78@hotmail.com

President, Liam Langford

Vice President, Alex Rogers
Secretary, Julia Williamson

Rockheads February 9, 2019 Meeting:
FRA Earth in Space Badge

At our February Rockheads’ meeting, we learned about the solar system. There are eight planets. We
talked about the inner and outer planets and their distance from the sun. We also got to paint and
make Styrofoam planets. Submitted by Julia Williamson
Image from the AFMS website

Next Rockhead Meeting: March 16, 2019
Photo by Alison Schuchs, Dec. 2015

At the next NMGMS meeting, the Rockheads will continue working on the Earth in Space
badge. They will be learning about meteors and impacted craters. Learn how the size, angle
of entry, and speed can affect the crater that a meteor makes.
Photo by Nancy Roberts

Rockheads Participate: The solar

system that the Rockheads worked on at their last
meeting is now on display at the Oren Dunn City
Museum as part of the “Stones and Bones” Exhibit.
Check it out!

Attention Rockheads!
All Rockheads are encouraged to bring something from their collection to display at our March birthday meeting. Not
only will it be fun to show everyone what you have collected or made, but it will also help to fulfil one of the
requirements for the “Junior Rockhound of the Year” award. Show us your stuff!

www.nmgms.org
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To All SFMS Members:

The Southeast Federation is sponsoring a new event this year, which we hope will become an annual
event. In an effort to promote interclub and improved SFMS and Club relations, we are sponsoring our
1st Annual SFMS Rockhound Roundup. The dates are May 17-19, 2019, to coincide with our 2nd
Executive meeting, to be held at the same time and place.
The Roundup location is the Suwannee River Music Park near Live Oak, Florida.
(http://musicliveshere.com[https://derefmail.com/mail/client/425Bnyq1QSI/dereferrer/?redirectUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fmusicliveshere.com])
Cabins, RV Hookups, and tent camping are available.
Space is limited and time is short, so if any of your members are interested, we suggest applying for a space quickly. Fee
is $25 to set-up.
If you have any questions, please email me at: Jheerx6@aol.com. I prefer a written means of communication so I can
keep record of questions and answers. This is a new venture, and there will most certainly be a learning curve as we
progress! Thank you, Jerri Heer, Secretary, Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies
jheerx6@aol.com 419-344-9999
This will be followed by the addition of a Rockhound Roundup page on the SFMS Website, postings to our Facebook
page and more emails to our member clubs.

SFMS Classes: William Holland 6/9-14/2019

Beading, Cabochons I, Casting, Chain – Loop n Loop, Electro-Etching/Wood Inlay, Metal Manipulation/ Cold
Connection, Opals II – Carving, Silver 2 – Fused, Silver I, Silver-Wear I & II, Wire II – Bracelets Only
For class details: http://sfmsworkshops.com/
Editor’s Note: Federation news is obtained from the SFMS newsletter and website.

The SFMS Newsletter, the Lodestar, is available for all members to read on line. http://www.amfed.org/sfms/

American Federation of Mineralogical Societies News:

2019 MWF-AFMS Gem, Mineral and Fossil Show & Convention
Hosted by Cedar Valley Rocks & Minerals Society, Geodes, Iowa's Mysterious State Rock
March 23-24, 2019, Hawkeye Downs • Cedar Rapids, Iowa
GEMS • MINERALS • FOSSILS • JEWELRY • DEALERS • EXHIBITS • SPEAKERS
DEMONSTRATIONS • RAFFLE • SILENT AUCTION • KIDS' ACTIVITIES • MORE!

For more information about the show and convention: https://cedarvalleyrockclub.org/AFMSHome.html
MWF-AFMS CONVENTION Preregistration Is Required For: Banquet, Lunches, Breakfasts, Cracker-Barrel Potluck, TShirts, And Competitive And Non-Competitive Exhibits.
Dates: March 21-24, 2019 Place: All Convention Activities, except Friday night's potluck, are held at Ramada Cedar
Rapids, about 0.6 of a mile from Hawkeye Downs. Ramada offers complimentary shuttle service to and from The
Eastern Iowa Airport and Hawkeye Downs.

For more AFMS Federation news, please check out their website: http://www.amfed.org/
The AFMS Newsletter is available for all members to read on line.
www.nmgms.org
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Bead Soup: Make a Beading Tray by Nikki Kenney
Photos by Nikki Kenney

March 12, 2019

Materials: Plastic lid from Kroger brand “Deluxe” ice cream, beading mat or similar
material, and spray adhesive. (Loctite High Performance, 200
Middleweight bonding)
1. Eat the ice cream. Wash and thoroughly dry the lid.

2. Cut a beading mat to extend above the edges of the lid when
adhered to the inside of the lid.

3. Lay the material on top of the inverted lid and fold crosswise so
that the narrow ends are together.

4. Spray folded half with adhesive and lay back inside the lid, pressing firmly into the edges and up the sides.
5. Repeat for the other end of the lid.

6. Use your fingers or burnishing tool to make sure that the fabric is smooth and firmly
adhered to the lid.
7. Trim the fabric evenly around the top edge of the lid with
scissors.
8. Embellish along the top edge of the lid if desired.

Upcoming NMGMS Field Trip:

May 4, 2019 Twenty Mile Creek field trip and Rockheads’ cookout
Photo of ID Station by Jim Roberts

Put on your water shoes, grab your sieves and buckets, and let's get out there for those
shark teeth and have a splash of a good time too!
On Saturday May 4, 2019, the NMGMS Rockheads will sponsor a field trip to the
famous Frankstown “Shark Tooth” site (the W. M. Browning Cretaceous Fossil Park),
which is located on Twenty Mile Creek in Prentiss County, Mississippi. We will meet at
the Site at 10:00 a.m. Parking is on the eastern side of US Highway 45 in the flat grassy
area just off of the side road and includes under the bridge. We will be sifting through the creek’s sand and gravel for
shark teeth and other small Cretaceous fossils. Be prepared to get wet; you will be down in the creek, so you need to be
able to go down the bank and get in the water. Bring a screening device, like a colander, sieve, or homemade screen
made out of hardware cloth and a wooden frame. Also, you will need a small garden trowel or scoop, plus small plastic
jars with tight fitting lids, Ziploc bags, or pill bottles, to use as storage containers for the fossils. There are no facilities
here. Be sure to bring plenty of drinking water, a hat, sunscreen, a towel, and dry clothes to change into. This is a wild
site, so watch for poison ivy on the banks and snakes at all times. You will find many different kinds of teeth here, shark,
ray, bony fish, Mosasaurs, and crocodile; also some vertebrae, turtle bone, scoots, petrified wood, and lots more. Many
of the teeth are good sized, but most are very small, so be sure to check out anything that is black and shiny!
Lunch: The Rockheads will be cooking hot dogs. There will also be chips, cookies, and lemonade, all for the small
donation of $2. What a deal! Please bring your own chair. So come on out to support our Rockheads, and have a great
time too!
www.nmgms.org
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NMGMS Meeting Minutes:

NMGMS February 9, 2019 Board meeting minutes: Submitted by Krista Williamson

Do I have a motion to approve the January 12, 2019 board meeting minutes as printed in the February
newsletter? Approved
1. Treasurer’s report for January was given and approved.
2. January expenses: $1,508.16, $874 in from membership dues, workshops, sales, etc. The fee to get our corporation
updated was $25. $44 came in from PayPal.
3. The capacitor that we ordered for the Genie motor got sent back due to not having the PO Box # on the package.
They are resending it. It has arrived!
4. Our dues to the SFMS federation for 2019 have been received and processed. The insurance will be due the end of
March.
5. We are a little behind on membership, but not by much. Last year at this time we had 86 members and this time I
counted 73 so far.
6. Our Link Centre rent has been paid. Next payment is due August 1, 2019.
7. I have received notices for the 2019 Tannehill show, June 1-2, 2019. We set up as a vendor in 2017. Cost would be
$120 for a shed space, $165 for an RV spot with electricity, $100 for an open air spot, and $18 per rented table. We
would need to register by March 1st to reserve a spot. We still have rocks to sell, but not as many. We have old Rock
and Gem magazines, Lapidary Journals, gem and jewelry books, some display stands, and some used equipment. None
of the old equipment sold the last time. We do have a couple of large pieces of beautiful Fluorite to sell. We need to
make space in our workshop room! Any other options?
8. Here is a list of activities that we can setup at our Geology Fest: Bean bag toss, Spin and Win, Fishing game, Fossil
Dig, Make a gem tree, Make a stretch bracelet, Fossil rubbings, Face painting, and a bake sale table. Hold a cabochon
demo, flint knapping demo, and a jewelry making demo, perhaps at set times during the day. We will have the ticket
sales table and they will also sell grab bags.
We were thinking of dropping the fluorescent minerals setup this time, depending on how many volunteers we get for
the other activities. Rae was thinking about getting one of those big blowup bounce houses. What are our thoughts on
that? It was decided not to have a bounce house. Most activities will be one ticket each with the exception of the gem
trees which will be three tickets. We will be selling raffle tickets on a nice rock specimen which will be given away at the
Geology Fest. We have the Geode Cracker coming and Pat Arinder will have his Indian Artifacts table again.
9. Anyone interested in representing NMGMS at the Federation’s quarterly meeting March 1-2, 2019 in Largo, FL? No
one was interested at this time.
10. Any other business? Motion was made to adjourn, by Paul, second from Nikki @1pm.
Attendees: Cheryl, Paul, Rachel, Rebecca, Nikki, Robert, John, Krista, and Nancy.__

www.nmgms.org
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Date: February 9, 2019

NMGMS Meeting Minutes
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag

Introduce guests and new members… We had three guests with us, Caden, Audrey Conway, and Greg Allen.

Motion to approve the January 12, 2019 meeting minutes as printed in the February 2019 Nugget was approved.
Treasurer’s Report: Closing Balance as of February 9, 2019 was given by Rachael Hill.

Chairpersons’ Reports:
Field Trips: We have been invited to join ALMS on a field trip to Brookwood, Alabama for tumbling material, Indian
Paint pots, jasper, etc. Probably will be Saturday Feb. 23rd. Mike Schuchs will be the NMGMS leader for this trip. (See
email for details).
Our spring break field trip will be to Mt. Ida, AR March 9-11. We have booked rooms at the Royal Oak Inn in Mt. Ida.
They have a couple of rooms left, if you are still interested in coming. We will do Twin Creek Crystal Mine on Saturday
and Miller Mountain on Sunday. Both places have group rates and it looks like we will have at least 15 people attending.
We will go down to the Crater of Diamonds State Park on Monday. (Watch your email for final details for this trip)
We talked about a field trip for Memorial Day weekend to the AL Gold Camp. The junior members can earn their Gold
Badge.
Publicity: (John Byzet) We are having 100 club brochures printed. Also, we need to start spreading the word about our
April 13th Geology Fest and Fossil Road Show at the ODCM. The museum will be making up a publicity poster for the
event. Watch our NMGMS Facebook page and website for notices.

Membership: (Diana Watson) Reminder! ) Please renew your dues by the March 16th birthday meeting, if you want to
remain on the club’s mailing list and eligible for field trips and workshops. There are applications forms at the sign in
desk. Please give your dues and application forms to Rachael. Anyone need a new member packet or a patch? **Note:
Please just list on the club application form only those persons who are actually joining.
Hospitality: Refreshments: Will be pot luck at each meeting. Do I have a volunteer to bring a cake for our March
birthday? Cassandra Carr volunteered to bring the cake. Monetary donations to help out with the refreshments are
welcome.

Website: (Paul Gunther) You can pay your dues via PayPal on the club website or to nmgms2001@gmail.com. Please
add $1 to cover the fee we are charged. Old website can be found at http://old.nmgms.org
Check us out at www.nmgms.org
Newsletter: (Nancy Roberts) Robert Langford is going to take over as newsletter editor starting with the September
issue of The Nugget. I need a volunteer to submit a program review for the March Nugget about today’s mineral
program. Also need a review of the Feb. 2nd trip to the TN River. Barbara Burleson volunteered. Please consider writing
a review for a field trip, workshop or club meeting that you have attended. The deadline for newsletter submissions is
the second Friday of the month. Email anything for The Nugget to: therockhoundlady@yahoo.com. Also, please
submit any photos that you take at our events and meetings.
Youth Members: (Beth Thornton) The Rockheads will put together a display case at the museum again.

Historian: (Rebecca Vallarian) If you have any 2018 or 2019 club memorabilia please give it to Rebecca.

Geology Fest and Fossil Road Show: (Nancy Roberts, John Byzet, and Rebecca Vallarian) If you have specimens for the
museum displays, please fill out a museum loan sheet. Remember to use blue painters tape and place your initials on
the bottom of any specimen that you are loaning. We will have a “bake sale” table at this event, so please consider
baking cookies, brownies, or other sweets that will hold up without refrigeration and are easy to dispense. We will be
preparing lunches for the workers and vendors that day. Display setup will be March 4th, 5th, and 6th.
Krista and Robert have volunteered to bring canopies in the event of rain.
Minutes continued on page 11.
www.nmgms.org
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NMGMS Meeting Minutes cont’d:
NMGMS Meeting Minutes

March 12, 2019

Date: February 9, 2019

A discussion was held about possible show venues for a full-fledged rock and gem show, and a show “research”
committee was formed. Mike Schuchs, Nannett McDougal, and John Byzet are on the committee so far. Mike requested
a contact list of people from other clubs who could provide help, information, and suggestions.

Safety & Lapidary Workshop Chairman: (Mike Schuchs) Jim Roberts and Paul Gunther will be in charge of the lapidary
workroom. If you have any comments, questions, or suggestions about the room or equipment, see either of them. The
capacitor for the Genie machine has arrived, so we hope to that cab machine back in order soon.
Old Business:

1. The lapidary workshop room will be open on Saturday, February 16, 2019 at 10am.

2. There are still openings available in the February 16th copper brazing class, so if you are interested you can still sign
up.
3. I need club members to sign up and volunteer to man these Geology Fest activities:

Gem Trees: Hope Spencer, Lunches: Barbara Burleson and Ann Byzet, Fluorescent Minerals: Mike Schuchs

Ticket /grab bag sales: Rachael Hill and John Byzet, Spin and Win: Barbara Burelson, Cabochon Demos: Paul Gunther

Bean Bag Toss: Hunter and Diana Watson, Fossil Dig: Reece Hill and Liam Langford, Fossil Rubbings: Rebecca Vallarian
Fishing Game: Beth Thornton, Sydney and Amelia, Face painting: Cassandra Carr and Vicky Langford
Stretch Bracelets: Laney Hill and Maya Spencer, Jewelry Demos: Nikki Kenney and Cheryle Langford
Bake Sale: Krista Williamson and Julia

Flint Knapping Demos: Randy Burleson and Alex Rogers

Is there any other old business? No other old business
New Business:

1. Any member who is available and would like to help with the museum display setup on March 4th, 5th, and 6th, is
welcome to come out and help on any of those days.
2. The March 16, 2019 meeting will be at the Tupelo library from 1 to 3p.m. This meeting is our annual birthday
party. All members are asked to bring in something to display, showing what they have collected or accomplished
over the past year in any related field. We will be holding the “Brown Bag” auction also. Members are asked to bring
two items, each one packaged in its own brown paper bag. One item is to be a “nice” rock and gem related item (not
absolute) and the other item can be silly, funny or cute, (kind of “white elephant”) but no garbage, please! These bags
will be set out on the table for silent bidding during the meeting. We have always had some really nice surprises and
this is lots of fun, especially with the younger members!
3. I would like to see some of the Rockheads do a case, as that would fulfill one of the requirements of the FRA
showmanship badge. If you are willing to help with the displays when we set up at the museum, please let me know.
4. Robert Langford will represent NMGMS as an exhibitor at the MMNS Fossil Road show in Jackson, MS on Saturday,
March 9, 2019. Anyone else like to go and help out?
Is there any other new business???? Nikki Kenney has books that members can check out from the club library. She
has magazines that will be available also, but needs volunteers to help catalog them first.
Motion to Adjourn…….The motion to adjourn was made by Jim Roberts at 1:46pm.
www.nmgms.org
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NMGMS 2019 Officers:

March 12, 2019

President/Field Trip Chair:
Nancy Roberts
25 Amber Lane
Counce, TN 38326
731-689-5336
therockhoundlady@yahoo.com

Secretary:
Krista Williamson
2012 Fillmore Dr.
Tupelo, MS 38801
662-252-9734
kristawilliamson2008@yahoo.com

Vice-President/Webmaster:
Paul Gunther
101 Westover Heights
Booneville, MS 38829
662-643-4210
paul.gunther@gmail.com

Treasurer:
Rachael Hill
2854 Lake Itawamba Rd.
Fulton, MS 38843
662-255-6815
kandrhill@gmail.com

Committees:

Publicity Chair:
John Byzet
1209 Queensgate Dr
Tupelo, MS 38801
662-844-9841
wa4iax@comcast.net

Hospitality:
Ann Byzet
1209 Queensgate Dr.
Tupelo, MS 38801
662-844-9841
wa4iax@comcast.net

Junior Youth Advisor:
Beth Thornton
104 Grand Ridge Rd.
Starkville, MS 39759 662-320-9805
bethunderwood78@hotmail.com

Historian:
Rebecca Vallarian
308 Meadowbrook Circle
Amory, MS 38821 662-256-2040
janiegirl@vallarian.com

Newsletter editor:
Nancy Roberts
25 Amber Ln
Counce, TN 38326
731-689-5336
therockhoundlady@yahoo.com

Membership:
Diana Watson
2312 Hwy 70E
Jackson, TN 38305
731-427-3946
jodyanddiana@hotmail.com

NMGMS meets the third Saturday of the month (except June, July and August) from 1p.m. to 3p.m.
at the Lee County Public Library in Tupelo, MS. Any changes will be posted on the website
www.nmgms.org, in The Nugget, or on the NMGMS Facebook page.
Annual Dues Starting 2019: $15 for a single, $25 for a couple, and $4 each child.

The North Mississippi Gem and Mineral Society was established in 2001 as a non-profit organization
dedicated to education and the collection of rocks, minerals, and fossils. NMGMS became a non-profit corporation in
December of 2013. NMGMS is a member of the Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc. and is affiliated
with the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies. Our organization promotes the educational, scientific, and
recreational aspects of the hobby in the subjects of mineralogy, geology, paleontology, the lapidary arts, and other areas
related to the earth sciences. Through our meeting programs, workshops, field trips, and other club activities, we strive
to increase the knowledge and skills of our members in these subjects. We not only share knowledge within our club,
but we have participated in activities throughout the community.
The Society’s newsletter, The Nugget, is mailed to members electronically and posted on the website.
www.nmgms.org
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